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Twenty years ago, College Possible began with just 
35 students at two high schools. Today, we reach 
nearly 23,000 students across seven locations and 
partner colleges have embedded our programming 
on their campuses across the country. Our budget 
has grown from just a few thousand dollars to 
more than $25 million. We have generated some 
of the best program results in the country for our 
students, and we are now widely considered among 
the largest and best college access and success 
organizations in the nation. 

Thanks to the inspiring work of our students, 
coaches and staff, we have seen thousands of 
students reach their ultimate goal of a college 
degree. A 2019 survey of student alumni found 
College Possible graduates to be thriving. Today we 
see the ripples our graduates have made, they are 
employed, earning middle-class or higher incomes, 
and are committed and engaged citizens.

However, challenges remain. The 2019-2020 school 
year turned out very differently than any of us 
could have imagined. Students, already navigating 
a complex higher education system, faced even 
more unexpected challenges. Changing learning 
environments, lost income and housing and limited 
access to technology due to COVID-19 made the end 
of the school year a difficult time for many students, 
but College Possible was there to support them 
through it all.

Innovative programming, adapted from our tech-
connected Navigate and CollegePoint programs, 

allowed us to quickly pivot to serve students in 
a virtual setting. From helping students select 
the school that is right for them — academically, 
financially and socially — to providing support in 
an increasingly digital learning environment, our 
coaches were prepared to help students meet 
changes head-on. Our teams also found new ways  
to celebrate students’ achievements, through 
websites like Champions for College Completion  
in Philadelphia and Soar! 2020 in Minnesota.

We approach the coming year with a clear sense 
of purpose. The racial injustices, social unrest and 
economic uncertainty of the past year have had a 
profound effect on our communities, students and 
staff. It has laid bare the challenges that remain, 
but also opened up the opportunity for honest 
conversations and real change. Our work is more 
important than ever, as we strive to open doors 
so that more students can find educational and 
economic success.

The transformative effect of a college degree 
cannot be denied. Each time a College Possible 
student earns their degree, they create ripples of 
hope. Ripples that can raise families up from poverty 
and create stronger communities across the country. 
For the last 20 years, College Possible has worked 
toward a day when a student’s future is determined 
solely by their talent, motivation and effort, not their 
family income.

Thanks to your financial support and advocacy as 
we continue this work for the next 20 years.
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 “Each time a person stands up for an ideal, or acts  

to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against 

injustice, they send forth a tiny RIPPLE OF HOPE,  

and crossing each other from a million different  

centers of energy and daring those ripples build a 

current which can sweep down the mightiest walls  

of oppression and resistance. ” 
— Robert F. Kennedy

Dear College Possible community,
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For 20 years, College Possible has supported 
thousands of students in their journeys to and through 
college. Multiple evaluations, including a Harvard 
University randomized control trial, demonstrate  
that College Possible students are more likely to  
go to college and three times more likely to earn  
a college degree than their peers from low-income 
backgrounds.

What began as an idea from founder Jim McCorkell, 
himself a first-generation college student, has grown 
to a nationally recognized organization with offices 
in seven states and students in more than 700 high 
schools and colleges across the country.

Last year, a first-ever survey of College Possible 
alumni, five and 10 years out of college, showed the 
impact and change our program has had on their lives. 
Five-year graduates reported a median individual 
income of $40-59,999 and over a third of 10-year 

graduates have family incomes of $100,000 or more. 
Graduates have a 98% employment rate and report 
high rates of civic and philanthropic engagement.  
They also attribute a large portion of their success  
to the assistance provided by College Possible and 
their near-peer coaches.

These results reaffirm our mission.

As we move forward into our next 20 years, we are 
committed to closing the degree divide and helping 
students reach their potential. As a data-driven 
organization, results will guide the ways we help 
students pursue their college degrees and achieve 
lives of choice and opportunity.

We are indebted to our donors who share our vision 
that students should go as far as their talent and 
motivation takes them. Many of our original donors  
still support us today.

Celebrating 20 Years of Impact  Our Mission
Making college admission and success 
possible for students from low-income 
backgrounds through an intensive 
curriculum of coaching and support.

 Our Vision
We envision a day when a student’s  
future is determined solely by their  
talent, motivation and effort.

 Our Commitment
We are committed to providing the tools, 
strategies and support that students  
from low-income backgrounds need to 
navigate and overcome systemic barriers  
to college graduation.

 “There are countless talented, motivated 
students out there who are not aware of their 
college options, not encouraged to pursue 
them, not supported in their pursuit.  College 
Possible has been changing that, opening 
doors and supporting talented students in their 
academic pursuits and college search process.”
Bart and Kim Reed, Founding Donors

22,909
Students Served

in 2019-2020
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NATIONAL

Highlights
•	 Craig Robinson is named the first president of 

College Possible in July 2019.

•	 Bloomberg Philanthropies announces a new 
three-year commitment with College Possible’s 
CollegePoint program.

•	 College Possible Washington was announced as 
our seventh location after a merger with College 
Access Now is completed in August 2019.

•	 Founder and CEO Jim McCorkell was awarded 
the Executive Leadership Award of Excellence by 
NCAN in September 2019.

Catalyze
•	 New college partnerships announced with:

	− Austin Peay University
	− California State University – Stanislaus
	− Morgan State
	− Vaughn College

•	 One of seven organizations in 2019 to receive an 
investment from The Studio @ Blue Meridian to 
accelerate our readiness to significantly scale the 
reach, impact and influence of our work.

CollegePoint
•	 Substantive monthly engagement increased  

12% with students from the class of 2020.

•	 With the support of Bloomberg Philanthropies, 
the Summer Support team at College Possible 
provided additional advising to the CollegePoint 
class of 2020 through the summer to address 
enrollment challenges in response to COVID-19.

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Jim McCorkell
Founder and CEO

Craig Robinson
President

NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stephen M. Smith (Chair)
CEO Intellispark

Millie Acamovic  
(Vice Chair & Treasurer)
Vice President of Finance & Admin/CFO, 
Northwest Area Foundation

Shannon Bins
Vice President, Global Commercial 
Solutions, Ecolab

Joanna Burleson
Managing Director,  
Monitor Institute by Deloitte

Lorelle Espinosa
Vice President for Research,  
American Council on Education

Al Fan
Senior Education Consultant

Marlene M. Ibsen
Vice President, Community Relations, 
Travelers and President & CEO, Travelers 
Foundation

Jeff Kutash
Executive Director, Peter Kiewit Foundation

Andrea Mokros
Chief Public Affairs Officer,  
M Health Fairview

Joelle Murchison
Principal and Founder,  
ExecMommyGroup LLC

Deanna Singh
Chief Change Agent and Founder,  
Flying Elephant

Jeff Turner
Owner, Hillcrest Capital Partners

Program Impact

22,909 students served

700+ partner high schools  
and colleges

80 high school partners and students at 658 Colleges

97.6% college admission rate

80% first to second year  
college persistence rate

Financial Health
For the year ended June 30, 2020

Unrestricted Revenue & Support

$25,402,165
vs. FY ’19 — $22,494,161

Expenses

$25,139,162
vs. FY ’19 — $22,152,601

Assets
Current Assets	  $9,225,037 
Property & Equipment	  $1,217,816 
Other Assets	 $12,879,839 

Total	  $23,322,692 

Liabilities & Net Assets
Current Liabilities*	  $5,552,374 
Long-Term Liabilities*	   $4,282,891 
Net Assets	  $13,487,427 

Total	  $23,322,692 
*Roughly $8 million in liabilities is deferred 

revenue from conditional grants we expect to 
recognize within the next two fiscal years.

Functional Expenses

“I can’t tell you enough about 
the “ripples” my College Possible 

experience had on my life. I am now the 
associate principal at the middle school 

in Roseville. I can truly say that I owe 
countless thanks to College Possible...”

Becky Fisher Sutten 
First group of Corps members 2001–2003

75%  
Program 
Services

15%  
Fundraising

10%  
General & 
Administrative
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KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni

NATIONAL MULTI-YEAR 
LEADERSHIP GIFTS
Ballmer Group
$20 million over 10 years

Blue Meridian Partners
$7 million over 2 years

United States Department  
of Education
$3 million over 5 years

Michael & Susan Dell 
Foundation
$1.2 million over 3 years

AT&T
$1 million over 2 years

The Travelers  
Companies, Inc.
$900,000 over 3 years

CORPORATIONS  
AND FOUNDATIONS
$500,000 and above
AT&T
Ballmer Group
Blue Meridian Partners

$250,000-$499,999
Michael & Susan Dell Foundation
The Travelers Companies, Inc.
United States Department of 

Education

$100,000-$249,999
The David R. & Patricia D. 

Atkinson Foundation
Carnegie Corporation  

of New York
NorthStar Education  

Finance, Inc.

$25,000-$49,999
Reinvent Stockton Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
American Family Insurance
The Elmwood Foundation
F.I.S.H. Foundation, Inc.
Robert E. Gallagher  

Charitable Trust

$5,000-$9,999
Northwest Area Foundation
Turner Family Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
College Board
National College Access 

Network
Securian Financial

Up to $1,000
Anonymous
AmazonSmile Foundation
Education Credit Management 

Corporation
Ramsey/Washington Recycling 

and Energy Board
Vitamin Foods Inc.

INDIVIDUAL AND  
FAMILY FOUNDATIONS
$10,000-$25,000
Laura and Robert Gillund
Ed Hlavka and Libby Driscoll 

Hlavka
Thomas Ranese
Stephen Smith*
Noelle and Jeff Turner*

$5,000-$9,999
Millie Acamovic* and Chris 

Wilson
Sara and Tom Gavin

$2,500-$4,999
Shannon* and David Bins
Michael Hood and Luisa Palacios
Daniel St Marie

$1,000-$2,499
Cassie and Dan Cramer
Gregory Delawie
Lorelle Espinosa*
Al Fan* and Susan Wollan Fan
Roger & Cheryl Fiery
Jim McCorkell* and Chris 

Greenhow
Carlye and Kamas Rooney
Andrew and Linnea Turner
Amy and Alex Ware

$500-$999
Richard Cloutier and Margaret 

Kruse
David Fairman and Juliette Zener
Deborah Glotzer and David Waltz
Tom Hendrickson
Traci and Brian Kirtley
Kendra Krolik
Alli LeMay
Sage Foundation
Susan Thornton
Kelly and David Tofolo
United Way of Greater Atlanta

$250-$499
Janet Abraham Fund
Rachel Bassin
Phyllis Chase
Lara Dreier
Mara Hennen

Michele and John Ramsay
Keith Recker
Robert and Pamela Tichy

Up to $250
Anonymous (11)
Jorge Allen
Lilia Alvarado
Alejandra Arias
John Barrett
Ingrid Becher
Brigit Boler
Alisha Breckenridge
Dakota and Bailey Breckenridge
Rob Caron
Steph Caron
Saroj Chirravuri
Ivette and Vincent Cirino
Kathleen Cravotta
Julie Dalley
Natalia and Benjamin Erickson
Marina Eskin
Louie Fernandez
Will Friedman
Jim Furey
Joy Furey
Jonathan Gast
Beth Giese
Sabs Gilchrist
Eugene Gorrin
Kevin Griffith
Fasahath Husain
Kieran Jackson
Iris Jones
Deanna Knickerbocker
David Kozhuk
Rett LeMoult
Maria López
Susan Lucero
Derek Madsen
Sue Marcellino
Caitlin Masters
Enid Mercado
Grace and Frederick Mohrien
Andrea Mokros*
Brent Moore
Bridgette Moore
Sam Mott
Honor Murphy
Aaron Mysliwiec
Ken Neville
Lisa Nolet
Chad Perot
Kimberly Peters
David Poliseno
Joan and Harry Quay  

Family Fund
Ranese Family Fund
Dalila Ricci

David Ricci
Cita Ricci-Carril
Beth Siegel
Devyn Smith
Philip Smith
Gage Solberg
Brenda Stegall-Hedrick
Alan Taylor
Katie Tormohlen
Johna Van Stelten
John Werner
Marc Werner
Marnie Werner
Caleb Whitted
Lynn Willems Zoerner
Bryan Williams
Federico Younes

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of Bob Massa
In Honor of uConnect's Partner 

Institutions
In Memory of Adell Bell
In Memory of Dr. David N. Chase

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Aetna
Arthur J Gallagher Foundation
Delta Dental of Minnesota
Ecolab Foundation
Securian Financial
The Travelers Companies, Inc.

SCHOOL AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Augsburg University
Austin Peay State University
California State University, 

Stanislaus
Coe College
Luther College
Morgan State University
St. Cloud State University
University of Cincinnati
Vaughn College of Aeronautics 

and Technology

National Donors and Partners
THANK YOU!

As the first in her family to go to college, Lily Moua-
Yang’s parents had reservations about her choice in 
school. Their daughter had chosen a private liberal 
arts college and she would be required to live on 
campus, since the school was in another town. But 
Lily’s heart was set on attending St. Olaf College after 
hearing about the study abroad opportunities from 
her College Possible coach, Chuayi.  

With Chuayi’s help, Lily applied for 12 scholarships, 
determined to cover the cost of her dream school.  
Her hard work paid off and she won eight including 
the Children’s Defense Fund Beat the Odds 
Scholarship, the Optimist’s Scholarship and the  
Coca-Cola Scholarship. Chuayi also helped Lily talk  
to her parents about the opportunities that living  
on campus would provide.

“Having Chuayi there, being able  
to communicate with my parents 

about what it means to be a  
college student on campus and 

how it would help me grow as an 
individual ... was definitely a huge 

factor in my parents accepting me 
going to college in Northfield.”

After graduating from St. Olaf in 2006, Lily started 
working in human resources and developing her skills 
as a professional at Target’s Corporate Headquarters. 
She also attended the Humphrey School of Public 
Affairs at the University of Minnesota to earn her 
master’s degree in public policy. After interning at the 
Minnesota Department of Health and Human Services 
during her master’s program, Lily discovered that 
she enjoyed government policy work. She is now a 
management analyst for the United State 

Department of 
Agriculture, working 
on domestic and 
international projects to 
assess and improve U.S. 
agricultural programs.

Along with her role 
at the Department of 
Agriculture, Lily and 
her husband run a real 
estate firm with the 
specific goal of helping 
first-time homebuyers 
through the process 
of buying a house. She 
sees many parallels 
between this work 
and the guidance she 
received from College 
Possible.

“We help a lot of first-
time home buyers 
with understanding 
the challenges 
and the process of home ownership and building 
wealth through equity and investing in homes,” she 
explained. “Like how going to college was an obstacle 
and College Possible was that infrastructure there to 
assist people like myself, a first-generation student.”

Aside from her real estate work, Lily sees several 
ripples created by College Possible in her life 
today. One of the most significant ripples was her 
relationship with her mentor, David Laird, College 
Possible’s first Board Chair, who passed away in 
September 2020.  

“I’m super grateful to be a part of College Possible 
because, if I hadn’t, I would never have had him as a 
mentor in my life,” she said. “I would say that the role 
that he played really allowed me to continue to focus 
on service and giving back.”

NATIONAL

Lily Moua-Yang
College (Admission) Possible 
Alumna, 2000—2002

Bachelor's Degree,  
St. Olaf College

Master's Degree, Humphrey 
School of Public Affairs at the 
University of Minnesota

Management Analyst,  
United States Department  
of Agriculture

Licensed Realtor

Ripples From the First Class of Graduates
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Program Impact

Anwen Parrot had always been resistant to the idea 
of becoming a lawyer. Despite a lifetime of prodding 
by friends and family who cited her love of reading, 
writing and knack of philosophical arguments as 
proof that she would be a natural, it never sounded 
like an appealing profession.

That was until she became a College Possible coach 
and realized that, as a lawyer, she could work to 
create positive change for individuals she had grown 
to care deeply for: her students and their families. 

When Anwen graduated from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, she applied through 
AmeriCorps to serve with College Possible. Her role 
with the organization was to support and mentor 
40 high school juniors as they prepared for college. 
Being a recent graduate herself, Anwen was close 
in age to her students and thus able to relate, often 
spending break time in session gossiping about  
pop culture, sharing music they loved and talking  
through the struggles that high school students  
often face — relationship or family problems. “I’m  
not so far removed from where they are that I forgot 
what it’s like … what you feel in high school is very 
real for you then.”

Many of Anwen’s students were the first in their 
family to go to college, and their bi-weekly sessions 
with College Possible provided a space where they 
could share in their similar struggles, frustrations  
and triumphs. Anwen recalled one instance when  
her student, Mau, was brought to tears after losing  
a scholarship that she had spent so much time 
working on. 

Another student, Jamiya, immediately stepped in to 
cheer her up and provide a pep talk to motivate Mau 
to keep applying for other scholarships. Mau and 
Jamiya were not particularly close before they joined 
College Possible, but now were connected by their 
common goal: going to college. Anwen recognized 
how instrumental these after-school sessions were 
in fostering a supportive community for her students. 

While Anwen came from a different background than 
most of her students, through her role with College 
Possible she was confronted with the difficulties 
many of them faced as minority, low-income students.

“[Serving with College Possible] 
forced me to reflect on my own high 

school experience and see things 
that I didn’t realize were happening 

at the time, because they didn’t 
directly affect me.”

Despite all of their efforts, in and out of the 
classroom, Anwen knew that her students struggled 
against circumstances they had no control over, like 
housing instability and concerns regarding personal 

CHICAGO

CHICAGO LEADERSHIP
Christine Poorman
Executive Director

CHICAGO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Beth Satterfield, Chair
Managing Director – Head of Market 
Development, William Blair 

Philip Alphonse
Co-Founder, Partner, The Vistria Group

Martha Boudos
Retired, Morningstar

Bruce Cohen
Senior Advisor, Sterling Bay

Chanel Coney
Director, Chicago Fundamental Investment 
Partners, LLC

Ryan Flury
Executive Director and Team Lead,  
J.P. Morgan Private Bank

Craig Huffman
Co-Founder and Managing Partner,  
Metro Edge Technologies 

Mohit Kalra
General Counsel and Chief Privacy Officer, 
Numerator

Kristin Kranias
Independent Consultant

Carol Levy
Levy Family Partners

Chris Moree
Chief of Staff, Apollo Global Management 

Ramkumar Ramanan
Partner, Assurance Services,  
Ernst & Young LLP

Carol Rubin
Chief Operating Officer, Jenner & Block

85.7% first to second year  
college persistence rate

96.4% college admission rate

1,348 students served

Highlights
•	 Connected students to over $150K in Emergency 

aid to help them and their families during COVID-19.

•	 84% of College Possible Chicago students enrolled 
in college last year.

•	 Chicago seniors earned over $500K in private 
scholarships. 

•	 One of seven nonprofits featured at Invest For Kids 
Conference 2019. 

•	 Participated in EY Connect Day where students 
worked with professionals from EY to enhance their 
resumes and practice interviewing.

•	 Launched the College Possible Chicago 
AmeriCorps Alumni Group.

Coach Anwen Parrot and students  
from Lake View High School

A Career Path Inspired by Students
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CHICAGO

KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni  ◊ Auxiliary Board

Blerta Mileti ◊
Howard and Sheila Pizer
Patrick and Natalie Reinkemeyer
Mary Schroth

$250-$499
Douglas and Maria Bayer 

Foundation
Anne Dean
Meredith Greenberg ◊
Sandra and Craig Hamilton
Cynthia Heusing and David 

Kistenbroker
Vanessa Jaimes
Jonathan Keedy ◊
Erika Kubowitsch
Rachel Li
Alyssa Litkowski
Shane Maloney
Rory Mone
Trina Ntamere
Tara Ott
Donnie and Suzanne Roberts
Marcia Robinson
Bryan Shapiro
Michaela and Jeffrey Shaw
Bennett Siegel
Jane Sytsma ◊
Timothy and Megan Won
Madeline Young
Lisa Zaborko

Up to $250
Anonymous (7)
Jessica Altman
Kirsten Anderson
Aileen Aragones
Breanna Atwood
Alyssa Austin
Morgan Barnes
Nick Barnhart
Chad Bernstein
Marisa Bernstein
Aly Bitter
Angela Blaising
Lea Bommarito
Christopher Bozzetti
Nicole Brackert
Lesley Brindle
Jessica Brown
Kage Brown
Jessica Browning
Kipley Bruketa
Meg Bunn
Brad Burcroff
The Cahill Family
Molly Campbell
Andrew Carpenter
Kyle Cash
Nancy Cheney
Natalie Cheng
Melissa Chorey
Casey Chory
Katherine Claeys

Richard Clemens
Karly Coogan
Nathan Cooper
Edith Crigler
Michael Cruickshank
Sara Cruse
Justin Davidson
Nicole Denner
Parker DeRensis
Anya DiGann
Sterling Douglass
Garrett Drake
D. Stephen Drott
Glenn Eden
Daniel Estrada
Jonathan Feldman
Jordan Fisher◊
Vincent Flaska
Ryan Fordice
Cole Foster
Matthew Freedman
Tyler Fulmer
Hans Gehrke
Vanessa and Jimmy Giannis
Melanie Gibson
Rob Gleeson
Ben Godfrey
Alison Golin
Christine Gray
Dan and Lillie Grisko
Lindsey Hampshire
Jeffrey Hanisch
Atina Hanserd
Samantha Hawke
Olivia Healy and Scott Monsky
Oliver Hennen
Ricardo Herrera
Brent Hertz
Tim Hildebrand
Lindsay Hill
Kelsey Horn
Amanda Izquierdo
Natalia Izquierdo
Pamela Izquierdo
Ricardo Izquierdo
David Jaffee
Dylan Jaffee
Matthew James
Zach James
Ariane Janz
Adam Kahn
Daina Kaleja
Jonathon Kaufman
Sally Klarr
Claire Knoten
Burt and Bonnie Koonsvitsky
Adam Koscielski
Steve Koski
Jude Lampson
Paul Landon
John Lewis
Paige Lohse
Kyra Lovely

Johnnie Lovett ◊
Zach Lugo
Jennifer Maceyko
Isabela Marchi
Andrew Martin
Alice Martinier
Brett Matson
Connie Mayer
Laura Mc Daniel
Rhonda Mc Daniel
Kelly McCartney
Tom McGowan
Fallon McGraw
Sebastian McGreevey
Melissa Merrill
Jordan Milanowski
Dan Miles
Bryan Miller
Spencer Most
Matthew Myron
Caroline Newell
Christin Norris
Megan Olson
Matt Pakula
Robert Passmore
Valerie Pellegrini
Christine and Jay Poorman
Martha M. Poorman
Velitchka Popov
Kari Prochaska
Kalyan Ray-Mazumder
Joseph Reichert
Kelly Richards
A.J. Riddell
Lauren Rome
Kimberly Ryan
Katherine Saba
Joel Samaha
Rebecca Schraiber
Dayna Sepulveda
Roshni Shah
Brian Sher
Tamara Sher
Amanda Siegel
Shreya Singh
Laura Sleeman
Angela Smith
Susan Sochacki
Tina Solis
Brian Spagnola
Kathy Spellman
Marcus Stierwalt
Sophia Stratton
Angela Sylvester
Mary Szczepanski
Marta Tacchini
Judy Teibloom-Mishkin
Diane Trevor
Matthew Tully
Jordan Turban
Christine Vondra
Jessica Wetmore
Kristin Whalen

Elliot Wheeler ◊
Ben Wheelock
Claire Wirtz
Brianna Wissink
Karolyn Zanocco
Donna Zarcone

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of Beth Satterfield*
In Honor of Carol* and Larry Levy
In Honor of Erin Guardi
In Honor of Gwen Gerlack
In Honor of Jessica Jones-Lewis
In Honor of Kristin Kranias*
In Honor of Meredith Greenberg◊
In Honor of Phil Alphonse*
In Honor of Rian Kalra
In Memory of Eveida Gross
In Memory of George Floyd
In Memory of Michael Roberts

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Anonymous
Google Inc.
Oracle Corporation
Synchrony Financial
William Blair and Company 

Foundation

SCHOOL AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
America Needs You
All Chicago
Amundsen High School
Back of the Yards College 

Preparatory High School
Bottom Line
Braven
Chicago Scholars
College and Career Access, 

Persistence, and Success 
(CCAPS)

Dominican University
Emerge
Foundation To Be Named Later
Lake View High School
Mather High School
Morgan Park High School
National Louis University
One Million Degrees
OneGoal
Renaissance Foundation
The Partnership for College 

Completion
Thomas Kelly College 

Preparatory High School
Thrive Chicago
To&Through Project - University 

of Chicago
University of Chicago Poverty 

Lab
University of Illinois at Chicago

MULTI-YEAR  
LEADERSHIP GIFTS
Caerus Foundation
$176,000 over 4 years

CME Group Foundation
$50,000 over 2 years

Crown Family Philanthropies
$100,000 over 2 years

Polk Bros. Foundation
$80,000 over 2 years

The Siragusa Family Foundation
$30,000 over 3 years

CORPORATIONS  
AND FOUNDATIONS
$250,000-$499,999
Serve Illinois

$100,000-$249,999
A Better Chicago
A Better Chicago Fund, a 

McCormick Foundation Fund
Caerus Foundation, Inc.

Crown Family Philanthropies
Invest for Kids
The Joseph Pedott Charitable 

Fund at The Chicago 
Community Foundation

Synchrony Financial

$25,000-$49,999
CME Group Foundation
The Donley Foundation
Finnegan Family Foundation
The Mayer and Morris Kaplan 

Family Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Thrive Chicago
White Sox Community Fund
William Blair

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
Ernst & Young U.S. LLP
Hyatt Hotels Foundation
The Siragusa Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Foundation To Be Named Later
Illinois Tool Works

Northern Charitable Trust
The Renaissance Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
DRW Trading Group Foundation
Relativity
Tricord Foundation

INDIVIDUAL AND  
FAMILY FOUNDATIONS
$25,000-$49,999
Margot and Josef Lakonishok
Joe and Rika Mansueto

$10,000-$24,999
Phil* and Rene Alphonse
Martha* and Timothy Boudos
Bruce* and Lisa Cohen
Ryan* and Sarah Flury
Craig* and Rebeca Huffman
Mohit* and Manali Kalra
Kristin* and Greg Kranias
Carol* and Larry Levy
Ramkumar* and Divya Ramanan
Carol* and Steven Rubin
Beth* and Ryan Satterfield
Mark and Robin Tebbe

$5,000-$9,999
Jill and Jeff Cherner
Meg and Thomas Gilster

$2,500-$4,999
Robbin Cohen Gross and Harold 

Gross
Tom Hamilton ◊
Danielle Tomassini and Jeremy 

Schenof
Kyle Welch ◊

$1,000-$2,499
David and Faith Atkins
David and Sharon Habiger
Robert Insolia
Bernard and Linda Kastory
Tracy and Daniel Kazan
Joe Konen
Jim O'Connor
Sarah Reichert ◊
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Jamie and Kristin Wildman

$500-$999
John Ettelson
Benita and Bert Ginsberg
John Kreger

Chicago Donors and Partners
THANK YOU!

CHICAGO

safety. There was little she could do beyond listening 
and showing she cared. “My students and I could 
work around the clock, but these barriers outside  
of school were very real and hard to overcome.”

Anwen determined becoming a lawyer was the 
best way for her to make a broader impact on the 
community of students she had come to know and 
care about. With her new goal in mind, Anwen applied 
to serve a second year with College Possible. She 
would continue supporting her students in their 
senior year while simultaneously preparing for law 
school. As the new school year began, Anwen and 
her students went through the college application 
process together: preparing for and taking 
standardized tests, the LSAT and SAT, respectively, 
filling out financial aid forms and applying to schools. 
She remarked, “From the time I woke to the time  

I went to bed, I was either working with my students 
or studying.” After one of Anwen’s students learned 
that the LSAT was a six-hour test, she left her a bag of 
candy and a note of appreciation and encouragement 
in her backpack, just like Anwen had done for each of 
her students before they took the SAT.

Anwen’s time at College Possible played a pivotal 
role in determining the next steps in her career. Now 
attending law school at the University of Minnesota, 
Anwen remains inspired by her former students’ hard 
work and endless positivity in the face of adversity. 
She will use this, and her experiences with College 
Possible, as motivation as she works toward earning 
her law degree and making a difference in a field 
about which she cares deeply — and personally.
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As the coronavirus pandemic exacerbates  
existing barriers to a college degree for College 
Possible students, it also highlights Milwaukee 
students’ need for a support system as they pursue  
a bachelor’s degree.

When COVID-19 began to spread in March 2020, 
College Possible Milwaukee student, Esmeralda 
Garcia was finishing her last semester of college 
and preparing to graduate in May. Within one week, 
Esmeralda’s entire life changed: she lost her housing, 
her job and moved back home to share a room with 
her little brother. Yet, Esmeralda persisted in trying  
to figure out her post-graduation plans.

Stressed after not receiving much help from her 
academic adviser, Esmeralda was worried about 
finding a job after college. That is when she called  
her College Possible coach. “I was venting to my 
coach about what I was going through and how I  
was feeling because I knew my coach was someone  
I could trust, someone that would support me when  
I needed it most.”

Her coach was Acacia Balsewicz, a recent college 
graduate and AmeriCorps member serving with 
College Possible Milwaukee. Not only was Acacia 
able to provide the guidance Esmeralda needed, she 
was also able to relate to how Esmeralda was feeling, 
since Acacia was once a College Possible student 
herself. “The support I received throughout my 
experience as a College Possible student made me 
want to provide that same support and opportunity  
to students who are in similar positions.”

As a College Possible graduate and the first in her 
family to receive a college degree, Acacia knows 
the impact these relationships can have on first-
generation students and students from low-income 
households like Esmeralda. So when Esmeralda 
called her coach, stressed about her post-college 
plans, Acacia was prepared to listen and help 
Esmeralda find a solution. “I shared my coaching 
experience with her, and how valuable it’s been  

for me in my personal 
and professional growth,” 
Acacia recalled.

This is when Acacia 
suggested applying to 
serve as a coach with 
College Possible. “I 
got my hopes up,” said 
Esmeralda. “I knew 
how much my coaches 
impacted me and it 
was something I always 
wanted to do. If I have 
the opportunity to help 
someone, I want to take 
it, embrace it and have 
fun with it.”

With her College Possible coach, Acacia, by her side, 
Esmeralda persevered through her final semester 
of school during the COVID-19 outbreak, graduated 
on time, and now serves with College Possible 
Milwaukee as a high school coach.

“College Possible felt like a family. 
My coach pushed me to follow  

my dreams and made it feel like  
we were all in it together.”

Her determination to help Milwaukee students 
graduate from college and navigate through the 
systemic barriers and inequalities that she, her 
coach Acacia, and many others before them have 
encountered, not only positions her to succeed as 
a coach with College Possible but also as a future 
leader bringing change in our community.

MILWAUKEE LEADERSHIP
Kellie J. Sigh
Executive Director

MILWAUKEE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dick Seesel (Chair)
Owner, Retailing In Focus, LLC

Mayra Alaniz
Grant Monitor, City of Milwaukee

Grady Crosby III
Associate Attorney, Olgetree Deakins

Rick T. Dillon
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Financial Officer, Enerpac Tool Group

David Gay
Managing Partner, EY

Christine Holloway
V.P. Healthcare Sales, CDW

Louis Johnson
Investigations and Special Projects,  
Gruber Law Offices, LLC

Sangeeta Khanna
Community Volunteer

Susan Mikulay
Communications Consultant

Josh Smith
Research and Development Manager,  
A.O. Smith Corporation

Dr. Keith P. Posley
Superintendent, Milwaukee Public Schools

Lindy Yeager
Community Volunteer

Highlights
•	 Kellie J. Sigh named executive director. 

•	 College Possible Milwaukee students received  
over 140 scholarships.

•	 Twin sisters, Arielle and Arianna Williams,  
were accepted to 38 colleges and received over  
$1 million in scholarships.

Program Impact

76.6% first to second year  
college persistence rate

100% college admission rate

2,432 students served

 “Everything being virtual was challenging. I was 
stressed out and wasn’t receiving the help I expected 

from my career adviser at school.”

Esmeralda Garcia
College Possible Alumna

College Possible AmeriCorps 
Coach, 2020–2021
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Beverly and Abe Goldberg
Jaime Gonzalez⁰
Tom and Jan Graham
Kelly and Michael Grebe
Elaine Griffin
Kelly Haag
Dorrie and Greg Hagge
Kyle Hagge
Ashley and DeMonta Hall
Toni Hargis
Brittany Hartl and Justin 

Provance
Melonnie and John Hartl
Hartman-Wolff Family
Marge and Jim Hartwig
Katie and Tom Heinen
Dennis Hendley
Spring and Khloe Holz Houston
Natalie Jaskie
Susan and Donald Jauquet
Ashlie Jones and Tom Dulaney
Robert Kirst
Samantha and Paul Kolbe
Marina and Frank Krejci
Jeremy Kroeger
Mike and Carmen Krohn
Sarah Lehman Pereira
Erin Levenhagen
Alberto Maldonado
Hilary Malina
Sherry & Norm Malmon Donor 

Advised Fund of the Jewish 
Coummunity Foundation

Josh March
Ann Margolis
James Marten
Emily Sue and Gene Medford
Pam Miller
Molly Moore
Sam Moser
Kong Moua
Paige Navis
Jackson Oliver
Abraham Ortiz Tapia
Bryan Ott
Tina and Michael Pasciak
Emily Paust
Nathan and Brittany Penn
Aden Pereira
Macabee Pereira
Laura Petrie Anderson 

 and David Anderson

Wendy and Andrew Petzold
Daesy Plascencia⁰
Joan Pleuss
Abigail Pratt
Izzy Ramirez
Ben Rangel
Jessica Rardin
Miriam Reading and Dick Miller
Staci Roscizewski
Marina and John Rosenberg
Matt Runquist
Katherine Russell
Kelly Schaer and Wendel Hruska
Madison Schiller
Margaret Schumacher
John Seesel and Joanne 

Grossman and Family
Marsha Sehler
Dennis Sell
Hannah Shea
Philip and Reva Shovers
Kirsten and John Simanonok
Jenelle Simon
Anneliese Smith
Liz Smith
Beth Sousa
Mary Ellen Spiegelberg
Claire Starling
Chris and Willow Stewart
Richard & Susan Strait 2018 

Fund of the Jewish Community 
Foundation

Morgan and Adam Sweet
Alex Talyansky
Margaret Thom
Jaimie and Maurice Thomas
Catherine Thum
David Toles
Holly Tracy
Jeff Traxler
Betsy S. Trimble
Carolyn Vidmar
Anthony Vizcarra
Hannah Wallisch and Justin 

Weber
William Westley
Matt Whitney
Jessie Wos
Hannah Yaritz
Sara Yashar
Katie and Mickey Zitzmann

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of Camille and Dave* 

Kundert
In Honor of Courtney Steggall◊
In Honor of David Gay*
In Honor of Dick* and Shelly 

Seesel
In Honor of Elizabeth March
In Honor of Frederic Rewoldt
In Honor of Jane Wysocky
In Honor of John Rogers
In Honor of Matt Kurlinski*
In Honor of Sangeeta Khanna*
In Honor of Susan* and Bob 

Mikulay
In Honor of The Fritz Family
In Honor of The Kubly Family

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES\
Charter Manufacturing 

Company, Inc.
Northwestern Mutual

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
Beans & Barley
Big Apple Bagels - Hales 

Corners
BizTimes Media
Bruegger's Bagels - Whitefish 

Bay
Chick-fil-A
Costco - Grafton
Costco - Menomonee Falls
DigiCOPY
Einstein Bros Bagels - Brookfield
Einstein Bros Bagels - Ogden 

Ave
Einstein Bros Bagels 

- Shorewood
Fazoli's
Ian's Pizza - Milwaukee
iHeartMedia Milwaukee
Jet's Pizza - Milwaukee
Milwaukee Art Museum
MKE Production Rental
Noodles & Company - Ogden
Outpost Natural Foods
Katie Reinhart and David Domres
Roundy's Supermarkets
Target - New Berlin
Toppers Pizza - Menomonee 

Falls
Trader Joe's - Glendale

SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS
High School Partners
Alexander Hamilton High School
Casimir Pulaski High School
Dr. Howard Fuller Collegiate 

Academy
Harold S. Vincent High School
Hmong American Peace 

Academy
Milwaukee High School of Arts
Milwaukee Lutheran High School
Milwaukee Marshall High School
Milwaukee School of Languages
Riverside University High School
South Division High School
St. Anthony High School
St. Joan Antida
St. Thomas More High School
Stevens Point Area Senior High 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School

College Partners
Alverno College
Cardinal Stritch University
Carroll University
Carthage College
Concordia University Wisconsin
Lakeland University
Lawrence University
Marquette University
Milwaukee Area Technical 

College
Mt. Mary University 
Northland College
University of Wisconsin-Green 

Bay
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee
University of Wisconsin-Parkside
University of Wisconsin 

-Whitewater

KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni

MULTI-YEAR  
LEADERSHIP GIFTS
State of Wisconsin
$1 million over 2 years

Ascendium Education Group
$720,000 over 3 years

Gene and Ruth Posner 
Foundation
$60,000 over 4 years

Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
$30,000 over 2 years

CORPORATIONS  
AND FOUNDATIONS
$500,000 and above
State of Wisconsin

$250,000-$499,999
ServeWisconsin

$100,000-$249,999
Ascendium Education Group

$50,000-$99,999
Ray & Kay Eckstein Charitable 

Trust
Northwestern Mutual 

Foundation
The Richard & Ethel Herzfeld 

Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
American Family Insurance
Anon Charitable Trust
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
Brewers Community Foundation, 

Inc.
Forest County Potawatomi 

Foundation
Gene and Ruth Posner 

Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Croen Foundation, Inc.
EY - Milwaukee Office
ManpowerGroup
Marjorie L. Christiansen 

Foundation
Mary Martha & Emmett J. Doerr 

Charitable Trust
Weyco Group Charitable Trust

$1,000-$4,999
A.O. Smith Foundation, Inc.
Artisan Partners
Astor Street Foundation
The Catholic Community 

Foundation
Cedar Street Charitable 

Foundation
DigiCopy
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
Evan & Marion Helfaer 

Foundation
Executive Benefits Network
Flowers for Dreams
Four-Four Foundation
The Gardner Foundation
Gruber Law Offices LLC
HSA Bank
Husch Blackwell LLP

MPS Foundation, Inc.
Rite Hite Corporation Foundation
Schlitz Park
University School of Milwaukee
Woman's Club of Wisconsin 

Foundation

Up to $1,000
Concordia University Wisconsin
Greater Milwaukee Association 

of Realtors Youth Foundation
Lakeland University
Marcus Corporation Foundation
Milwaukee Institute of Art & 

Design
Milwaukee School of 

Engineering
Associated Bank
The Brookby Foundation
United Way of Greater 

Milwaukee & Waukesha County

INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILY 
FOUNDATIONS
$25,000-$49,999
Thomas and Nancy Florsheim 

Family Foundation
Madeleine and David Lubar

$10,000-$24,999
Greater Milwaukee Foundation's 

Marsha Ernst Krueger 
Charitable Fund

Jennifer and Tom Florsheim
Jackie and David Gay*
Kelben Foundation
Mary and Ted Kellner
Camille and David Kundert*
Susan* and Robert Mikulay
Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s 

William J. Murgas Fund
Shelly and Dick Seesel*
Josh Smith* and Beth Graham 

Smith
Lindy Yeager* and John 

Florsheim

$5,000-$9,999
Helen Ambuel
Hauske Family Foundation, Inc.
Tom and Kathy Hauske
Christine* and Barry Holloway
Sangeeta* and Raman Khanna
Meg and Matt Kurlinski*
Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s 

Patricia Smith Wilmeth Fund
Christine Symchych and James 

McNulty
United Way of Greater 

Milwaukee & Waukesha County

$2,500-$4,999
Kim* and David Irwin
Nancy Laskin
Cheryl and Blake Moret
Nancy and Michael Roos
Mary Sprague
Ellen and Robert Venable

$1,000-$2,499
Mayra Alaniz*⁰
Susan and Bruce Arensmeier
Chris and Lori Didier

Charles Egan
Patricia Etten Carr Fund at the 

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Barbara and Louis Johnson*
Greater Milwaukee Foundation's 

Judith A. Keyes Family Fund
Krause Family Foundation
Peter Layde and Family
Ruth Lebed and Erik Nordgren
Joan Lubar and John Crouch
Kevin and Roseann Lyons Fund 

at the Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation

Sarah McEneany and Bob Smith
John and Linda Mellowes
Karen Nelson
Rhonda and Gregory Oberland
Janet and Nick Padway
Marcus and Connie Perry
Gwenn and Rory Peters
Candy and Bruce Pindyck
Melanie and Frank Popa
Cathy and Mike Roth
Keri Sarajian and Frederick 

Stratton III
M.J. and Andy Smith
Roger Smith
Sheila and Jim Vidmar
Madison Community 

Foundation's Sally Wilmeth and 
Terry Geurkink Family Fund

$500-$999
Anne and Jon Butt
Tomás Clasen
Draeger Family Charitable Fund
Julianna Ebert and Frank Daily
Jane Frank
Barbara N. Fuldner
Susanne and Bill Gay
Karen and Joel Huffman
Laura* and Philip Malugade
John Mielke
Jeff Morin and Brian Borchardt
Susan Nemetz
Kris and Mark O'Meara
Renee Pasciak
Laurie and Matthew Piette
Cathy and Jim Rowe
L. William Staudenmaier
Edie and Andy Turnbull
Pat Wesner and James Hoffman

$250-$499
Anonymous (2)
Dawn and Merl Albert
Aileen Aragones
Leigh Boswell
Stew and Sharon Brase
Cathy Carlson and Michael 

Bausch
Deb and Tom Gannon
Joseph and Gwenn Graboyes 

Charitable Fund of the Door 
County Community Foundation, 
Inc

Azita Hamedani and Peter Mason
Anne Hamilton and Fred Geilfuss
Diane Hatchell
Jill and Peter Holbrook
Jan and Frank Janzow

Saira Khanna
Elisabeth Koerner
Nick Kozik
Jan Lennon
Amanda Lowney and Adam 

Tuzzo
Kate Martin
Suzanne McCoy
Ann Mikulay
Ronald and Susan Miller
Abigail & David Nash Donor 

Advised Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation of 
Milwaukee

Amy and Sara Nolan
Kelly and Rob Olejniczak
Aida and Harvey Padek
Linda and Nish Patel
Suzanne M. Possell
Kelly Rourke and Andrew 

Hargarten
Marianne and Basil Salaymeh
Cheryl and Andrew Seter
Francie Shea
Brenda Skelton and Jim 

Bendtsen
Jennifer and Charles Stearns
Karen Steggall
Leigh and Fred Tabak
Brooke and Patrick Tevlin
Adam and Kate VanOpstall
Katy and Dave Vetta

Up to $250
Anonymous (4)
Zecilia Alamillo-Roman
Amanda Albert
Leigh Barker-Cheesebro
Sarah Bartram
Liz Baumgarten
Ty Bauschek
Suzan Ben-Poorat and Richard 

Hack
Paula and Jim Bickel
Marcia Blackman
Somkhit Boonheuan
Collier and Jaimee Cannon
Shannon Carallo and Andy 

Komisar
Pam and Mike Carroll
Dawn and Brad Christianson
Mary Ellen and Jim Comp
Suzie Considine and Kevin Layde
Gwynn and John Crow
Matt Cuozzo
Jayne Czajkowski
Rebecca Danner and Barry 

Holloway
Gabrielle Davidson and Rob Lyon
Julie and Mike Dreyer
Anders Dzurak
Haadie Edalatpour
Haamed Edalatpour
Michael Edwards
Emily and Avraham Eisbruch
Barb and Dave Ellwein
Timothy Erdmann
Tyler Eschmann
Meredith Feldman
Leah Fiasca
Julia and Josh Gimbel

Milwaukee Donors and Partners
THANK YOU!
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Highlights
•	 Hosted our second Circle of Impact concert event 

in October 2019 and raised more than $150,000 for 
College Possible students.

•	 Transitioned to serve all students virtually for the 
remainder of the school year in March 2020.

•	 Recognized College Possible's high school students 
with our Launch! website in May 2020.

•	 Celebrated 544 new college graduates with our 
Soar! website in June 2020.

MINNESOTA LEADERSHIP
Geoff Wilson
Executive Director

MINNESOTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Nathan Shore (Chair) 
Senior Director of Brand Strategy, Media 
and Creative, HealthPartners 

Julio Vargas-Essex (Vice-Chair) 
Vice President of Student Success, North 
Hennepin Community College 

Alex Bakkum 
Senior Philanthropic Advisor, U.S. Bank 
College Possible Corps Alumnus 

Tim Carter 
Chief Financial Officer, Piper Jaffray 
Companies 

Stephen Friend 
Vice President, Corporate Mergers  
& Acquisitions, Thrivent Financial 

Charles Grossman
Upper School Teacher, Breck School 

Ruth Hafoka  (only 2019) 
Vice President, Human Resources,  
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota

Bruce Henderson II 
Human Resources Director, Medtronic

Douachee Lee
Marketing Generalist, IntriCon Corp.
College Possible Program Alumna

Dee Olateru
Senior Manager, Financial Services
Banking & Capital Markets Ernst & Young

Rhonda O’Neill
Community Volunteer

Denise Rahne
Partner, Robins Kaplan LLP

Rinal Ray
Associate Executive Director,  
People Serving People, College Possible 
Corps Alumna

Scott Savoy
Vice President – Credit Management,
Synchrony Financial

Chris Staley
Co-Founder and Executive Vice President, 
Horizontal Integration

Zer Vang
Director of Admissions, University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities School of Social 
Work, College Possible Program Alumna

Program Impact

79.3% first to second year  
college persistence rate

99.1% college admission rate

5,552 students served

Prior to joining College Possible as a high school 
junior, Khullani Mahdi Abdullahi had never heard of 
her future alma matter. Although, only 45 minutes 
down the road from her home in St. Paul, Carleton 
College hadn’t been on her radar until she met Jim 
McCorkell, an alum of the institution and founder of  
a brand-new college access program. Thanks to a visit 
to Carleton with her College Possible coach Michelle, 
Khullani was able to meet with the admission director 
personally and apply early decision after the official 
deadline, which helped her secure a spot at the 
competitive institution.

After graduating from Carleton in 2007, Khullani 
attend the University of Minnesota Law School and 
has since gone on to leverage her law degree in 
business. She has built a series of consulting firms 
that advise companies around the country on digital 
strategy. She traces her ability to pivot her career, 
build successful businesses and thrive during the 
pandemic back to her experience attending college 
and law school.

“I’m able to hop on calls and pitch clients with a level 
of authority, even though I’m selling a service that is 
outside my educational expertise,” she explained.  
“It is the fact that you have a degree from Carleton 
and the fact that you have a degree from the 
University of Minnesota Law School that in and of 
itself makes it possible.”

Inside and outside her thriving 
career, Khullani focuses on how  
she can be of service to others  
and how she can enable others  

to be of service. 

This experience started 
for her in college, when 
she began to seek out 
mentorship opportunities 
at Carleton. The drive 
to be of service has 
continued into her 
professional life as she 
is currently working on 
a project around child 
care access and helping 
mothers remain in the 
workforce. She has 
also developed her own 
“College Possible cohort” 
over the years through 
helping “anybody within 
2 degrees of separation” 
from her with the college 
application process.

“I just want to thank Jim 
McCorkell and the early 
team for having a vision 
and for making it reality,” 
she said of her College 
Possible experience. “When we talk about enabling 
others to be of service, we can’t even quantify  
the hundreds of thousands of lives that will be 
touched through the Admission Possible/College 
Possible family.”

Khullani Mahdi 
Abdullahi
College (Admission) Possible 
Alumna, 2000 – 2002

Bachelor's Degree,  
Carleton College

Juris Doctor Degree, 
University of Minnesota  
Law School

Digital Strategy Consultant

The Spirit of Service: A Reflection from  
College Possible Alumna Khullani Abdullahi
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Jane and Jim Kaufman Fund of 
The Minneapolis Foundation

Dawn and Joseph Keller
Carissa and Matt Knutson
Tami Kozikowski
Patricia Kriha
Joanne and David Laird
Chee Lee⁰
Laurie and Paul Lokar
Mari and Tom Lowe
Theresa M Lundy, MD
Malcolm McDonald
Reid McLean & M. Brigid 

McDonough
Kate Menendez and Dan Rogan
Laura and Bob Moore
Carol and Dennis Nordstrand
Judy and Daniel Nuese
Louis Oberhauser
Jane and Robert Oberrender
Dee Olateru*
Andy Otness
Daniel and Susan Patton
James A. Payne Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Erica and John Peterson
Joselyn Raymundo and Sean 

McCauley
Kimberly and Bart Reed
Ann Rukavina Fleming
Phyllis Saltzman
Jennifer Scafe & Phil Young
Kathleen Schillo and Brad 

Hauser
Debbra and Lee Schoneman
Mark and Ann Schulze Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Burckhard Seelig
Shelley Segal
Buffie and Gerard Shannon
Rowzat Shipchandler and Max 

Keller
Robert and Margaret Simmet 

Family Fund of the Catholic 
Community Foundation

Talla and Mark Skogmo
Nancy and Richard Solum
David A. and Kathleen Sweetman 

Rothenberger
Anne and Frank Taylor
Mary Thorpe-Mease and Bill 

Mease
Bob and Sharon Wahman
Karen Wahmanholm
Sheila and John Walsh
Judy and Bill Walter
Theresa and Lyle Ward
Sarah West and Raymond 

Robertson
Mary and David West
E.J. Wexler Fund
Kate and Eric Whittington
Geoff Wilson and Emily 

Poskie-Wilson
David Wise
Carol and Daniel Wolfe

$500-$999
Anonymous (3)
Tracy and Sam Arnold
Ernie & Bette Ashcroft
Maureen Ayers Looby and 

Matthew Olson
Katie and Cyrus Behroozi
Paul Berning
Bohmann/Riehle Family Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
James Bryan

Heidi and Stephen Burch
Krystel Calubayan◊
Anne and Tom Carrier
Regina Cho and Geoffrey 

Getnick
Tom Clemens and Kelly Krebs
Belinda Cordina
Kitty and David Crosby
Ted and Carol Cushmore Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Marianne D'Angelo
Sherry Ann and Edward Dayton
Amie DeHarpporte and Jason 

Zimmerman
Amy Delpo and Paul Means
Jeffrey and Kate Diamond
David and Margie Dines
Frederick and Murph Dow
Sara and Mark Dziuk
Leslie and Todd Eberhardt
Emre Edev
Alicia Fan
Diane and Bruce Fenster
Catherine Finch
Laura Fingerson
Rene Gesell
Dick Hall
Rowena Hartman
D. Darlene Hauser
Meghan and Dan Hermes
Carrie and Rich Higgins
Jessica Hilgart Kmetz and Ben 

Kmetz
Libby and John Hitt
Laurel Holschuh and John 

Grimstad
Kathleen and William Howard
Kristi and Kevin Hykes
Nancy and Douglas Imholte
Pamela and Dwight Johnson
Stephen Kaminski
Sylvia and Sam Kaplan
Cindy and Paul Karos
Steven and Mary Kennedy
Anna Kincaid
Rita and Bill Lawson
Douachee Lee*⁰◊
Antonio Lopesio
Lorene and Tom Magne
Kathy and George Martin
Erik Mayr
Trista and David McCorkell
Zenaida and Matt McCoy
Erica and Tim McDougall
Peter◊ and Sara McGarraugh
Mike and Charlene McHugh
Ellen Meyer and Buddy Wiese
Greg Meyer
Tim Mohnkern
Lisa and Michael Moore
Lynn and Terry Myers
Judy and Ted Nagel
Sarah Newman
James Pedric
Paul and Abigail Pribbenow
Eileen and Richard Pursley
Kelly Quicksell◊
Virginia Quintana
Denise Rahne* and Thomas 

Reinartz
Brian and Vanessa Ranallo
Rinal Ray* and Getiria Onsongo
Sharyl and Ralph Reinheimer
Philip Rickey
Timothy and Sylvia Robinson
Mary and David Schilli

The Marcee Harris Schwartz and 
Jon Schwartz Philanthropic 
Fund of the Jewish Community 
Foundation of the Minneapolis 
Jewish Federation

Kimberly and Robert Scott
Mary Ann Scott
Kelly Semler
Maureen and Craig Shaver
Shea-MacIlravie Fund
Beverly Shivers
Andy M. Sjerven
Stafford Family Foundation
Joan Sundquist and Jim 

Southwick
Nisa Tharayil
Anna Thayer
Theisen Infinity Foundation
Amy and John Tillotson
Jim and Katie Triggs
Emily Tschimperle
Christian and Leslie Vaillancourt
Steven Vinge
Krista and Tom Walters
Deacon and Jenny Warner
Kristi and Conrad Wasmer
Carlton and Shayla Weatherby
Ann Webster
Liz and Tim Welsh
Thomas and Jeanne Young

$250-$499
Anonymous (6)
Susan Alpert
Kumar Balasubrahmanyan
Alex and Sarah Bakkum
Margaret Bartz and Bruce 

Anderson
Patricia and Bernie Beaver
Alan Bergman
Ellen Blanchard
Jay & Roxie Bozicevich Family
Margee and Will Bracken
Katherine Brown
Marilyn Bunge
David Byrd
Sandra and Tim Carlin
Mimi and Eric Carlson
Eva and Wally Chapman
Dan and Ali Conlin
Elizabeth Conway and Matt Kane
Nunciata and Rob Covey
Duchesne Paul Drew
Patrick Edeburn
David S. and Barbara Eiger Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
John F. Eisberg and Susan Kline 

Charitable Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Jennifer and Todd Ellingson
Alan Eskuri
Michael Fenster
Ian Finch
Mark Fingerson
Ruth Fingerson
David Fiocco and Charlie Sellew
Gretchen Freeman
Randy Goetz
Karin Hanson
Helen and Bill Hartfiel
Leah Harvey
Lucas and Alice Havens
Danielle Hennen
Ben Herman
Michael Hobbs
Brent Huberty
Carol Huss
Erin Imon Gavin
Catherine and Kim Jackson

Heather Johnston and Jason 
Koch

Winton Jones Foundation
Lindy and Jason Kearns
James and Nina Kinnear
Tmone Kleindl
Ellen and Mike Kuenster
Anna and Doug Lambert
Danny and Morgan Langseth
Teri Larson
Laura Liu and Kenneth 

Pomerantz
Dan Lupton and Claire 

Wahmanholm
Kathleen and David MacLennan
Mary Ann MacLennan
Kate Maier
Chris and Ruth Mayr
David McCorkell
Joel McFarland
Megan and Rob McNabb
Mark Miller
Jes Morales
Ed Nater
Berit Nelson and Blake Hoel
Michaela O'Brien◊
Shannon Oldenburg
James and Stephanie Pierce
Ben and Ashley Pierson
Jeanne Pietrini
Lindsay Pluger
Kevin Pollock
Anna Rafferty
Curtis Rahman and Cindra 

Jurgensen
Erin Ramsey
Kate Ray
Joyce and Brent Roesler
Shelly and Steven Rucks
Scott and Sarah Russell
Benjamin Ruxin and Natalia 

Erickson
David Saarela
Amit Sawhney
Paul Schroeder
Christine and Donn Scroggins
Kaity Sharp
Martha and John Siffert
Susan and Gary Singer
Samantha and Collin Solberg
Sue Johnston and William Stoeri
Kasi and Thenu Subramanian
Peggy and Caesar Sweitzer
Jon and Heather Terry
Katherine Tiburzi
Sheila Torney-Rockne and 

Thomas Rockne
Nancy and Gary Van Cleve
Julio* and Wendy Vargas-Essex
Andrea and George Wahman
Emily and Robb Weidemann
Wernke Family Fund
Ross and Darrah Widmoyer
Henry Zeisel
Jon and Mary Zimmer

Up to $250
Anonymous (46)
Marit Aaseng
Abdirahman Abdi◊
Wendy and Danal Abrams
Peter Alexander
Alizabeth Allaback
Kathee Anderson
Michelle Anderson◊
Philip Anderson
Wendy Anderson
Aileen Aragones
Dawn Araya

Minnesota Donors and Partners
THANK YOU!

KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni 
◊ Corps Alumni Council Member, Alumni Leadership Council Member

MULTI-YEAR  
LEADERSHIP GIFTS
The Cargill Foundation
$1 million over 4 years  

and $600k over 3 years

Ascendium Education Group
$990,000 over 3 years

Otto Bremer Trust
$750,000 over 3 years

Whitney & Elizabeth MacMillan 
Foundation
$500,000 over 5 years

Mahle Family Foundation
$150,000 over 3 years

Securian Financial
$100,000 over 3 years

Rob and Carolyn Albright
$100,000 over 3 years

Tim Carter and Sally Wahman
$100,000 over 3 years

George Family Foundation
$75,000 over 3 years

Allianz Life Insurance Company 
of North America
$60,000 over 2 years

CORPORATIONS  
AND FOUNDATIONS
$500,000 and above
The Cargill Foundation
Minnesota Office of Higher 

Education
NorthStar Education Finance, 

Inc.
ServeMinnesota

$250,000-$499,999
Ascendium Education Group
Otto Bremer Trust

$100,000-$249,999
Thrivent Financial Foundation
WEM Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
3M Foundation
Arbutus Foundation
Curtis L. Carlson Family 

Foundation
General Mills Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Allianz Life Insurance Company 

of North America
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation
Ecolab Foundation
George Family Foundation
Marsh and McLennan Agency 

LLC Company
Piper Sandler
The Richard M. Schulze Family 

Foundation
Securian Financial
U.S. Bank Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund 

of HRK Foundation
Chubb
Continental Casualty Company
Hardenbergh Foundation
Synchrony Financial
The Walser Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Minnesota
Boston Scientific Foundation
Greater Twin Cities United Way
Horizontal Integration
Joseph C. & Lillian A. Duke 

Foundation
The Leonette M. and Fred T. 

Lanners Foundation
The Perrigo Company Charitable 

Foundation
Robins Kaplan LLP Private 

Foundation
Target Circle
The Travelers Companies, Inc.

$1,000-$4,999
Cadan Technologies
CUPA-HR
H.E. & Helen Warren Foundation
The Hanover Insurance Group
Hiway Federal Credit Union
Land O'Lakes, Inc.
Medica Foundation
Metropolitan State University
Minneapolis Kiwanis Foundation
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Northrop Grumman Corporation
Novel Energy Solutions
OneBeacon Charitable Trust
Pritchard Properties LLC
Rank Crankers LLC
RBC Wealth Management
SFM Mutual Insurance Company
Solutran
The Sweitzer Foundation
The Hartford
Treat and Company
Wells Fargo Community Support 

Campaign
Western National Insurance 

Group

Up to $1,000
CarVal Investors
Community Shares of Minnesota
concept3d inc.
Fresh Thyme Farmers Market 

Giving Bag and Giving Tag 
Program

GiveMN
Minnesota Vikings Football
Mutual of Omaha Insurance 

Company
Riverbridge Partners
United Way of Greater Atlanta

INDIVIDUAL AND  
FAMILY FOUNDATIONS
$50,000 and above
Calmenson Foundation
Douglass Brandenborg  

Family Foundation
Pat and Tom Grossman
David and Janis Larson 

Foundation
Mahle Family Foundation
Staley Family Foundation*

$25,000-$49,999
Rob and Carolyn Albright
Laura and Benjamin Cooper
Margot and Paul Grangaard
Pam and Charles* Grossman
Lucy Hartwell

$10,000-$24,999
Tim Carter* and Sally Wahman
Bart and Rebecca Eddy
Jane and John Evans
Jerstad Family Foundation
Suzanne and James Kelleher
Dick and Joyce H. McFarland 

Family Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Rhonda* and Rory O'Neill Fund
Karen and Steve Sanger
Lowell & Mary Van De Riet 

Family Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

The David Winton Bell 
Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Pete and Margie Ankeny Fund
The Julie and Doug Baker, Jr. 

Foundation
John and Ruth Bergerson Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Paula and Greg Clark
Janet and Steve Dietrich
Lucy R. Jones and James E. 

Johnson
Scott and Marjorie Johnson Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Jane and Brian Lavin
Karen and John Meslow
Oak Grove Foundation
Marcia Page and John 

Huepenbecker
Prince Family Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Susan and Gary Rappaport
Marie and Rick Rodier
Meg and Tony Rodriguez
Sandra Roe
The Schurtz-Ford Charitable 

Fund of the Ayco Charitable 
Foundation

Nathan* and Veronica Shore
Chris Staley*
Mary Lynn and Warren Staley
The Voelbel Family Fund

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous
Susan and Peter Ahn

The Burdick Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Michael V. and Ann C. Ciresi 
Foundation

Mary Dolan
Brad and Catherine Draper
Ann and Doug Duin
Christine Esckilsen
Kathy and James Ganley
Heidi Gesell and John Edgerton
Michelle and David Horan
HRK Foundation
Chad M. and Rafina Larsen
Peggy and Ilo Leppik
Mike and Beth MacDonald
Brian O'Malley
Jeffrey and Karen Parkhill
Laura Pennycuff and Sander 

Glick
Cindy and Tad Piper
Productivity, Inc.
Melissa Raphan and Thomas 

Rock Charitable Fund
Joan and John Rex
Scott* and Patti Savoy
Steve and Tami Schroll
Paul Scobie and Teresa Thews
Sarah and Kevin Shriver
Lee Swearingen
Karen Viskochil Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Mary Anne Anderson
Beth Asmussen
Alex* and Sarah Bakkum
Nancy and Scott Bartsch
Andy and Linda Bauer
Kristin Beckmann and Robert 

Richman
Mark Bengtson
Sharon Benmaman and John 

Allen
Rebecca and Thomas Bergman
The Bergsland Rose Family Fund
Robert Blankmeyer
Sue and Wolfie Browender
Katherine and Sebastian Cherian
Suzi Cho Helgaas and Bernt 

Helgaas
Bob and Diane Coderre Family 

Fund of The Saint Paul 
Foundation

Laura Curtis and Dan Revelle
David and Katie Dorn
Mary and Ernest Dorn
Levi S. Downs, Jr., M.D.
Rondi Erickson
David Feinberg
Stephen* and Ruth Friend
Candyce A. and David A. Gray 

Family Foundation
Ruth Hafoka*
Carla Haugen
Bruce Henderson* and Tessa 

Flynn Henderson
Laura and Westcott Jones
Kabat Family Charitable Fund



20  College Possible 2019-2020 Annual Report   21

MINNESOTAMINNESOTA

KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni 
◊ Corps Alumni Council Member, Alumni Leadership Council Member

Bonnie Melville and Dan Terlouw
Cody Menning
Ann Marie Mershon
Christopher Miller
Floyd Miller and Jane Broendel
Kerri Miller
Kathryn and Terrence Miller
Brian Mitchell
Reuben and Sherry Mjaanes
Donna Moores
Megan Moslander
Mandy Motl
Linda and Whitley Mott
Sam Mott
Tracy Mumford
Honor Murphy
Emily Murray
Sierra Napoli◊
Laurie Neff
Mary and Phillip Nelson
Sylvie Ngo
Anh Nguyen
Maigos Nguyen
Shaylin Nguyen
Ford and Catherine Nicholson
Kimberly Noble
Elizabeth and Michael Nolan
Jill O'Brien
Elizabeth Odette
Suzanne Oh
Claire Olson
Maeve Olson
Tim Olson
Brian O'Rourke
Jessica Ortiz
Kristina and Jeff Ostrom
Catherine and Louis Paglia
Megan Pannier
Mary and Jack Parcheta
Jonathan Parshall and Margaret 

Sullivan
Ali Parsons and Corey Towle
Jo Parsons
Kelsey Parsons
Caitlin Patterson and Rich Price
Michael and Jo-Ann Paul
Marilynn Paulson
Mary and John Pennycuff
Don Perkins and Elise Eslinger
Shanae Phillips◊ and Joe Wax
Sophie Pilhöfer◊
Christopher Plumb
Emily Pocrnich
Elise Pokel
Sally B. Polk
Dave Pontious
Michael and Judith Ptacek
Elsa Putur
Rachel Quay
Daniel Quinn
Mary Radford and Robert Dana
Kevin Rainey
Peter and Marilyn Rasmussen
Brynn Rathjen
Kelley Redmond
Nancy V. Reed
Jennifer and Chris Reedy
Susan and Charles Reinhart
John and Ann Renckens
Emily Resseger
Tasha Rhoads
Justin Richie
Jace Riggin
Brooke Rivers
Ryan Robert
Anna J. Rockne
Katherian Roe

Clare and Colin Roney
Carlye and Kamas Rooney
Francie and Barry Ross
DB and Maggie Rouse
Cassandra Rudy
Miriam and David Sanders
Dorothy Sauser-Monnig
Brittany Savoy-Nurnberger
Nina Sayer and Alexander 

Rothman
Nina Sayer and Alexander 

Rothman
Marketing that Matters, Lori 

Schaefer, Principal
Esther Schak
Janet Scheevel
Roger Schelper
Glenda Schnirring
Katie Schroeder
Karen Schultz
Pamela Schultz
Alex Schwappach
Donovan Schwichtenberg
Theresa and Dave Scocca
Allison Scott
Ellen Seesel
Miriam Segall
Sara Seikkula-Smith
Bethany Sekora
Amy Shah
Saurabh Shah
Karen Shapiro
Pneena and Sheldon Sheps
Syrah Sherwood
La Tasha Shevlin
Janice and Alan Sickbert
Sam Sickbert
Sophia Siegel-Warren
Noah Simmet
Jessica Simmons
Svetlana Simovic and Gregory 

Filice
Howard Sinker and Juile D. 

Townsend
Jazzy Sithisack⁰
Andrei and Wendy Sivanich
Rachel Sjodin
Jarell Skinner-Roy
Rebecca Skoler and Steven 

Stovitz
Kyle Smestad
Bennett Smith
Susan Sochacki
Spencer Sokoly
Elizabeth Songalia
Margaret Sorensen
Megan and Brian Sostek
Nancy and Lauren Soth
Jane Sovern and Ronald Meister
Emily Stacken
Jack Stamp
Samantha Stanaway
Sylvie Stanback
Nancy Steedman
Meaghan Stein
Marsha and Daniel Steinbeisser
Jill and Rich Stever-Zeitlin
Dana Strahnson
Erin Sully
Graham◊ and Laura Moulton 

Sutherland
Barb Symalla
Angie and Steve Tan
Tony Teehan
Amanda and Mark Tempel
Sandra Testin
Nick Theccanat

Kub Thoj
James Thom
Susan and Mark Thompson
Jean Thomson
Sylvia and Gerald Timian
Trenda Family
Emily Tritabaugh
Kelsey and Adam Tritabaugh
Andrew Truelove
Brenda Tryan and Nicole Zettler
Andy Tso
Luis Valadez
Abby Van Meveren
Jamie Van Nostrand
Donna and Robert Vanderhoof
Nicole VanEnglehoven-Toal and 

Patrick Toal
Ashley Vang
Chang Dao Vang⁰
Sana Vang⁰
Zer Vang*⁰◊ and Dao Yang
Karen Veches
Margaret Verlautz
Hollyann Vickers Keng
Lloyd Vogel
Lee Vue⁰
Maya Vue⁰◊ and Daniel Heu
Tj Vwj
Jill and Jack Wahman
Andrew Wallmeyer
Gail Waltz
Benjamin Wegleitner
Carol, Al, Kurt, Paul, Mari 

(Braatz) Wegleitner
Libby and Bob Weil
Magdalena Wells
Sonja Wermager
Jodi White
Claudia Wielgorecki and Tom 

Fisher
Frances and Frank Wilkinson
Julie Wingert
Dustin Woods
Janet and Lee Woolman
Molly Work
Glenn and Teri Woythaler
Linda Xiong⁰
Lisa Xiong⁰◊
Song Yang⁰
Xong Yang⁰
Weepone YC
Rochelle Younan- Montgomery
Emily Young
Elisabeth Zarnoti and Sean 

Ramsey
Dominique Zellmer
Rebecca Zellmer
Karen Zentner Bacig and Ed 

Bacig
Margo and David Zentner
Marie and Nathan Zimmerman
Matthew Zlatnik
Phyllis and Allen Zumach
Jennie Akerstrom Zumbusch

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of Ed Bacig and Karen 

Zentner Bacig
In Honor of Michele Bauer
In Honor of Diane Berthel
In Honor of Cole Brenno
In Honor of Tim Carroll
In Honor of Ruth Fingerson
In Honor of Gwen Gerlach
In Honor of Sander Glick
In Honor of Erin Guardi

In Honor of Jade Hoyer and Steve 
Fenster

In Honor of Jake and Steve
In Honor of Joe Keller
In Honor of Christy Kujawa
In Honor of Nancy Lamden
In Honor of Sanjiv Laud
In Honor of Jane Lindemann
In Honor of Jim McCorkell*
In Honor of Chris Mitchell
In Honor of Laura Myers
In Honor of Reed Nelson
In Honor of Amy Orecchia and 

Brett Krull's Marriage
In Honor of Jeff Ostrom
In Honor of Lisa Pocrnich
In Honor of Denise Rahne*
In Honor of Anna Smith
In Honor of Rose Yackley
In Honor of Amanda Zeisel
In Memory of John George 

Asmussen
In Memory of Marilyn Buresch
In Memory of Arthur & Dorothy 

Gaard
In Memory of Archie Eskuri
In Memory of Kari Ann Koskinen
In Memory of Mike McGlinch
In Memory of Roger Peterson
In Memory of Amy Scott
In Memory of Alfred E. Smith
In Tribute of Tom and 

 Barbara Bacig
In Tribute of Michael F. Kaminski 
In Tribute of Stephen  

J Kaminski, Jr.
In Tribute of Gary Saalman
In Tribute of Nara Topp

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
3M Foundation
Abbott Laboratories - EGC
Airbnb
American Family Insurance
Ameriprise Financial
Anonymous
Arthur J Gallagher Foundation
Associated Anesthesiologists 

Fund of The Saint Paul 
Foundation

Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation

Best Buy
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 

Minnesota Foundation
Cargill Corp.
Daikin Applied
Ecolab Foundation
General Mills Foundation
Jones Lang LaSalle
Land O'Lakes, Inc.
Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren, 

Ltd. Foundation
LexisNexis Risk Solutions
Marsh and McLennan Agency 

LLC Company
McKnight Foundation
The Medtronic Foundation
PCL Construction Services, Inc.
PG&E Corporation
Piper Sandler
Securian Financial
Synchrony Financial
Tarrant Capital IP, LLC
Thomson Reuters
Thrivent Financial Foundation
The Toro Company

Todd Arnold
Alex Askew
Catalina Azul
Marcie Babcock
Tom Bacig and Barb Perushek
Travis Bainbridge
Alec Bakke
Brian Balleria
Mark Bannick
Marie Barnett
Mary Ellen Barry
Laura Bartel
Morgan Bartlett
Maryam Battaglia
Lucy and Mike Bauer
Jeanne Beach
Elika Beck
Lisa Beckham
Ryan and Andrea Beduhn
Sarah and Joseph Beier
John Bellamy
Joan Bennett Parsons and John 

Parsons
Mindy Benowitz
Michelle and Karl Benson
Nancy Benson
Chloe Bergstrand
Jennifer Bergstrand
Lorie Bergstrand
Angelina Bergthold
Ruth and Michael Bettendorf
Susan Blake-Lewis
Julia Blount
Erin Bofenkamp
Judy and John Bonnes
Regina Bonsignore and Rick 

Garber
Corey Boyd
Mike Brandes
Patti Brase
Andrea Breen and William 

Perkiss
Garrison Brenno
Barbara Brin and John Beal
Abra Brisbin
Judy Brittenum
Martha Britton
Lizzie Brodeen
Katie Brogan
Katie Brokaw
Hannah Brooks
Karen and Doug Bros
Amy Browender
Barbara Brown
Virginia Brown
Michael Bruins
Matthew Brunner
Jonas Buck
Bridget Budig
John Bultena
Alicen Burns Spaulding
Beth and Christopher Buse
Michael Button
John Cage
Carolyn Cahill
Erica Cantoni
Matt Carlson
Jane Carlstrom
Anne Carroll and Bruno Franck
Courtney Castleberry
Lorraine Cecil
Soua Chang⁰
Gail Chester
Bonnie Christensen

Marge and Jack Christensen
Nolita Christensen
Elizabeth Ciner and David Schodt
Gregory Clark
Jay Clark
Denise and Richard Clarke
Andrea Clepper
Sheryl Cohen
Caitlyn Cole
Jessica Conklin
Keith and Judy Covey
Jennifer Cox Johnson and 

William Johnson
Shannon Cron
Marcos and Alysse Cruz
Mary Jane Curran
Thaddaeus Dahlberg
Dinah Dale
Nick Dalton
David Davies
Caroline Davis and Peter Dahling
Dr. Joy Davis
Julia Dayton Klein
Anne De Coster
Cy and Paula DeCosse
Denise Deppe
Cherkos Dessalegn⁰
Todd Dibrito
Diane Dingley
Ellen Doering
Renee Domingo
Timothy Domini
Marie and Keith Dotseth
Cynthia Driedger-Bauer
Seth Duin
Susan Eason
Amane Ejero
Rick Emerson
Elizabeth Erstad-Hicks
Megan and Joe Eskola
Katherine Evenson
Misha Evertz
Christina Farhart
Anna Farrell and Josh Lambrecht
Sonia Feder-Lewis and Michael 

Lewis
Mike Ferris
Rebecca L Fillinger
Kevin Finnegan
Amy and Greg Fitzharris
Charlotte Foran
Nikki Foster
Grace Fowler
Abigail Fox
Derek and Chrissy Francis
Carolyn and Eric Fure-Slocum
Susan and Timothy Gallagher
Andrea Gardner
David Gardner
Mary Gearin
Daniel Geiger
Darielle Gengler-Hanson
Leslie Gentner
Jonathan Gershberg
Aaron Daniel Gettinger
Bonnie Gilbert
Cynthia and Bob Gilbertson
Maddie Giordana
Britton Goetze
Stanley M & Luella G Goldberg 

Family Foundation
Paul Gore
Cheryl Gracey and Steven 

Carroll

Blake and Jan Grangaard
Alison Green
Kathryn Green
Nancy Greenwood
Elizabeth and Michael 

Grundhoefer
Cory and Mark Gunderson
Lauren Hagen
Anna Hall
Marianne and Beach Hall
Sandy and Tom Hamel
Samantha Hanowski
Kristin Hanson and Daniel 

Lockren
Gail Hanson
Ryan Harding
Barbara and Ron Harris
Seth and Kate Harris
Michael Hau
Jan Haugland and Bill Horne
Gaelyn and Donald Hauser
Kim W. Havey
Rachel Hawley
Britney Hayes◊
Eagan Heath
Jackie Heise
Katherine Heise
Emily Heitner
Vincent Henry⁰
Shannon Hensler
Ashley Her
Tori Hernandez and Grant 

Williamson
Joan Higinbotham
Brent Hilgart
Mary Hill
Sarah Hilton
Claire Hipkens
Jack and Carol Hirschfeld
Kristen and Tim Hobday
Eric Hofer
Brenda and William Holden
Lane Holden
Julie Holmen
Dorothy J. Horns and James P. 

Richardson Family Foundation
Nick Hoverstad
Sally Howard
Melissa Howland
Brittan Humes
Linda and Joshua Hummel
Sarah Hunt
Anne and Stephen Hunter
Brandy Hyatt⁰
Charles Iadaresta
Krystle Igbo-Ogbonna
Andrew Jacobson
Donald Jakes
Adam Jass
Kate Jaycox
Natasha Jenson
Ingrid Jeske
Riley Johnson Ries
Charlotte and Ward Johnson
Peggy and Dave Johnson
Thomas and Colleen Johnson
Joann Jorgensen
Phyllis Kahn
Ruth Katz
Amy and Bo Keller
Mitch Kelly
Bailey Kent
The Jane Stein Kerr Family Fund
Arjun Khakhar

Laura King
Lindsey King
Dave Klein
Joan and Frank Klein
Kathryn Klibanoff and Jeremy E. 

Pierotti
Sen. Amy Klobuchar and John 

Bessler
Mona Lenhardt Koebele
Mark Koenig
Luanne Koskinen
Helen Young Kouba and Rod 

Kouba
Chris Kradle
Judy Krause
Julia Kreger
Bethany and Shaun Krueger
Jennifer and Martin Lacey
Angela Lakedon
Felice Jo Lamden
Nancy Lamden
Melanie and Andre LaMere
Susan and Robert Laney
Mandi Lange
Kelly and Leigh Larson
Kristen Larson
Susan and Rob Latta
Julie Laven
Michael Leach
Joann and Don Leavenworth
Pahoua Lee
Soo-Young Lee
Thomas Lee⁰
Kacia and Willy Lee
Neil Leibundguth
Rachel Leigh
Eric and Sheryl Leill
Robert Lenhardt
Tyler J. Leslie
Charlie LeVoir
Jacob Levy-Pollans
Phil Lewenstein
Brad Lewis
Parker Lewis
Judy and Steve Lewis
Brian Lindeman and Ami Berger
Tristen and Steve Lindemann
Nathaniel Lindley
Stephen S. Lindley and Sarah A. 

Frank Lindley
Anne Lockner Bernat
Susanna and Tim Lodge
Alyssa Lubet
Abigail Malischostak
Alyssa Markle
Judith Martin
Sarah and Rob Martin
Yer Masog
Adron Mason
Betsy and John Massie
Rick and Mo Massopust
Alan Mastbaum
Holly Ager and Robert McCabe
Julie McConnell
Mary McCurdy
Michele McGraw and Tony 

Dodge
Kay McLean
Kevin and Jean McNamer
Melanie and Scott McRae
Debora Mee
Sarah Meister
Nicole and Paul Melancon
Katrina Mellin
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The Travelers Companies, Inc.
U.S. Bank Foundation
UnitedHealth Group
Unum
We Energies Foundation
Wells Fargo Community Support 

Campaign

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
Allegra Image360 - Downtown 

St. Paul
Garage Grown Gear
Hamline University Bookstore
Ida Graves Distillery

Land O'Lakes, Inc.
Mall of America Foundation for 

Youth
Marsh and McLennan Agency 

LLC Company
R.F. Moeller Jeweler
Saint Paul Brewing
Sam's Club - Maple Grove
Surly Brewing Co.
Target - Bloomington
Target - Burnsville
Target - Champlin
Target - Coon Rapids

Target - Crystal
Target - Downtown Minneapolis
Target - Edina
Target - Fridley
Target - Midway
Target - Minneapolis
Target - Northtown
Target - Plymouth
Target - Richfield
Target - Roseville
Target - West Saint Paul
TST Creative Catering

SCHOOL AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
College Possible Minnesota 
thanks our 67 high school 
partners, 25 college partners 
and many community partners.     John Barrett

Katie and Cyrus Behroozi

Judy and John* Bonnes

Kara and Michael Caccuitto

Marge and Jack Christensen

Megan and John Collier

Cassie and Dan Cramer

Amie DeHarpporte and Jason Zimmerman

Amy Delpo and Paul Means

Patrick Edeburn

Megan and Joe Eskola

Amy and Greg Fitzharris

Cynthia and Bob Gilbertson

Mary Lewis Grow and Roy* Grow

Elizabeth and Michael Grundhoefer

Julie Grzywinski and John Sturman

Lucy* and John* Hartwell and Family

Kristen and Tim Hobday

Michael Hood and Luisa Palacios

Jennifer Cox Johnson and William Johnson

Paul* and Joann Jorgensen

Tom and Marlene* Kayser

Amy and Bo Keller

Traci and Brian Kirtley

Sen. Amy Klobuchar and John Bessler

Jessica Hilgart Kmetz and Ben Kmetz

Joanne and David* Laird

Judy and Steve Lewis

Daniel Lockren

Mari and Tom Lowe

Marit Lysne

Kathleen and David MacLennan

David McCorkell

Jim McCorkell and Chris Greenhow

Zenaida and Matt McCoy

Reid* McLean and M. Brigid* McDonough

Kate Menendez and Dan Rogan

Aaron Mysliwiec

Oak Grove Foundation

Don Perkins and Elise Eslinger

Russell Petricka

Joanna Pratt

Michele and John Ramsay

Kimberly and Bart Reed

Seth Rierson, Sherry Salmons and Family

Sandra and John* Roe

Marketing that Matters, Lori Schaefer, Principal

Jennifer Scafe and Phil Young

Rowzat Shipchandler and Max Keller

Winifred Smith and David Lillehaug

Nancy and Lauren Soth

Jean Thomson

Sheila and John Walsh

Judy and Bill Walter

Krista and Tom Walters

Ellen Meyer and Buddy Wiese

The David Winton Bell Foundation

Ann Wynia

A special thank you to College Possible’s 
founding donors for their enduring support!

College Possible Minnesota students had the opportunity to attend  
My Fair Lady at the Hennepin Theatre Trust on March 3, 2020.

Founding donors include those who made a gift during College Possible’s first full program year and continue to be active donors. 
Please accept our apology for any errors and omissions. Should you have any changes, corrections or questions, please contact  

Jaclyn Schroeder at JSchroeder@CollegePossible.org.

*We would like to express our condolences to the loved ones of founding donors who have passed away.  
Their support continues to make an impact in the lives of students.
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Program Impact

2,158 students served

100% college admission rate

81.9% first to second year  
college persistence rate

Highlights
•	 Eighty-eight College Possible students, a record 

number, were awarded the Buffett Scholarship in 
2020.

•	 Two College Possible students were named student 
government president and vice president at the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha.

•	 Shaking It Up 2020 provided college students with 
training and professional networking experience.

OMAHA LEADERSHIP
Arvin Frazier III
Executive Director

OMAHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lisa Lackovic (Chair)
Architectural Representative,  
Endicott Clay Products

Jack Becker, Ph.D.
Executive Director & CEO,  
Joslyn Art Museum

Ryan Ellis
CEO, PJ Morgan Real Estate

Jianqiang Hao 
VP for Decision Sciences and Reporting, 
First National Bank

Emiliano Lerda, J.D. 
Vice President, Paul G Smith Associates 

Emily Lischer
Community Volunteer

Jeff McGinn
SVP, Strategic Development,  
United Way of the Quad Cities

Andrew Rikli, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Papillion La-Vista 
Community Schools

Tyler Schlumpf
Vice President and Senior Investment 
Strategist, Wells Fargo Bank 

Gretchen Twohig 
Chief Compliance Officer,  
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska

OMAHA

Born and raised in North Omaha, he discovered 
a love for music singing in school and church at 
Grace Apostolic Church. In middle school, Da’Dreion 
participated in competition choirs, and in high school, 
he became a member of select honors choirs.

A national choir trip took Da’Dreion to Nashville, 
Tennessee where he performed onstage at the Grand 
Ole Opry. “I’ve had some really great experiences, but 
that trip really helped me solidify that this is what I 
wanted to do for the rest of my life,” he said.

At Omaha Northwest High Magnet School, Da’Dreion 
met A’Lexis Foster, a fellow student in College 
Possible. A’Lexis graduated in 2014 and began her 
college career studying nursing at DePaul University 
in Chicago. Da’Dreion graduated in 2015 and the  
two married.

College Possible helped Da’Dreion and A’Lexis focus 
on academics and find financial resources. He said 
this was critical in his motivation to succeed. 

“There were so many opportunities 
with College Possible and it allowed 

me to go after the scholarships  
that I really wanted and needed. 
Now being in college, I have no 

student debt.”

Da’Dreion knew he wanted to be a professional 
musician but he was scared. Da’Dreion didn’t know 
if he was ready for an advanced music degree, so 
he prepared. “I am most impressed with Da’Dreion 
because he knew his direction and pathways even 

before his senior year. He knew his passion and 
purpose in life. He is an awesome young man,” said 
Principal Thomas Lee at Omaha Northwest High 
Magnet School.

For his first year, Da’Dreion went to school at 
University of Nebraska Omaha to study music,  
before being accepted to study at Berklee College 
of Music. “I was a jazz major, because I wanted to 
learn more about chords and learn more about music 
theory,” he said.

The couple moved to Boston, and A’Lexis transferred 
to Bay State College to continue her path to a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing.

In 2018, Da’Dreion and A’Lexis became parents to 
a daughter Lanora, who turned one in September. 

Da’Dreion, A’Lexis and daughter Lenora
Da’Dreion Murrell is an alumnus of Berklee College of  
Music with a Bachelor's Degree in Songwriting minoring  
in Africana Studies.

Passion, talent and support helped  
Da’Dreion Murrell get to the renowned  

Berklee College of Music in Boston. 
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“We’re still actively pursuing our careers and passions 
while still taking care of our daughter and trying to 
make sure we are taking care of ourselves.” With 
commitments to family, managing school and campus 
events can be difficult at times, he said. 

“One of my favorite things about 
College Possible has been the 
support of my coaches, calling  
me and setting up time to talk.  
They have been very helpful,  

and having that support system 
every semester is huge.”

For the past two years, Da’Dreion has been the 
Berklee Gospel Choir student director. Last fall, he 
headlined his own performance with original music, 
a 20-piece band, six singers, dancers, complete with 

lighting and a stage extension. Da’Dreion organized 
the show, but it didn’t happen overnight. He worked 
with school administration for more than a year for 
permission to use the Berklee Performance Center.

“In creating this performance, I made my own way. It 
is propelling me to a larger career, and I’m very proud 
of what it is becoming and the time I’ve spent trying to 
organize it.”

Ambitious and goal-orientated, Da’Dreion hopes to 
use the event to entertain, network and collaborate 
with other musicians. His goal after graduation is to 
tour and record. “Moving toward that goal, I’ve used 
Berklee to establish and make my goal as stable as 
possible,” he said.

Principal Lee said whatever profession Da’Dreion 
chooses, he will do great work.  “Da’Dreion is very 
talented, very mature and truly knows how to impact 
his community and our society. He is a difference 
maker and true change agent,” Lee said. “I am very 
proud of Da’Dreion and all of our students who have 
gone on to college and have excelled.”

KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni

MULTI-YEAR  
LEADERSHIP GIFTS
Peter Kiewit Foundation
$750,000 over 3 years

The Sherwood Foundation
$750,000 over 3 years

Anonymous
$600,000 over 3 years

William and Ruth Scott
$450,000 over 3 years

Mammel Family Foundation
$150,000 over 3 years

CORPORATIONS  
AND FOUNDATIONS
$250,000-$499,999
Peter Kiewit Foundation
ServeNebraska
The Sherwood Foundation

$100,000-$249,999
Anonymous
The Holland Foundation
Lozier Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Dorothy B. Davis Foundation
Richard Brooke Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Mutual of Omaha Foundation
United Way of the Midlands

$10,000-$24,999
American Family Insurance
First National Bank
Mentors Foundation
Omaha Community Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Union Pacific Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
Bank of the West
Cox Communications
La Vista Community Foundation
Lund-Ross Constructors

Midlands Community Foundation
QuikTrip Corporation - Des 

Moines Division
Scheels
Security National Bank
U.S. Bank Foundation
University of Nebraska at Omaha

Up to $1,000
HGM Associates Inc.
Infra Track, Inc
The Kroger Company
Shannon & Wilson, Inc.
Union Pacific Fund for Effective 

Government
Veridian Credit Union
Western Engineering Co.

Omaha Donors and Partners
THANK YOU!

INDIVIDUAL AND  
FAMILY FOUNDATIONS
$50,000 and above
Mammel Family Foundation
William and Ruth Scott Family 

Foundation
Weitz Family Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Dawn and James Hammel

$5,000-$9,999
Todd and Betiana Simon

$2,500-$4,999
Trudi Crosby
Gretchen Twohig*

$1,000-$2,499
Jordan and Leah Behrens
Edward and Lida Robinson 

Charitable Trust
Jianqiang Hao*
Lisa* and Robert Lackovic
Ken Mayer and Cindy Lee 

Christensen
Martha and David Slosburg
Katie Weitz*

$500-$999
Anonymous
Jerry and Karen Bexten
Claudia and Tony Deeb
Dr. Deborah Frison and Mr. Lend 

Frison
Samantha and Joel Jantzen
Julie Lazure
Jim and Regina Lehnhoff
Emily* and Tom Lischer
Newman Family Foundation
Kitty and John Ransom
Dr. Andy Rikli*
Jann and Lawrence 'Red' Thomas
Phyllis and Delmer Toebben

$250-$499
Arvin Frazier III and Vershelle 

Frazier
Benjamin Jones
Jeff* and Rachel McGinn
Mike and Sharon Mendlick
Megan Moslander
Peter and Michelle Silberstein
Linda Sobeski

Up to $250
Anonymous (13)
Andrew Aleman
Rebecca Atkins
Sharyl and Steve Baca
Meredith Bacon
Baadrea Bagley
Marci Baker
Susan Baker
Michael Bandy
Stephen Becklin
Jodi Benenson
Rick Blaich
Philana Blakely
Jeremy Bouman
Aileen Brady
Lili Bronner
Jeanne and Darwin Brown
Zipporah Bunger
Amanda Burau
Christopher Burge
Roberta Burns-Bierwirth
Allie Burt

Sinjhen Campbell
Dave and Angelica Carl
Hilda Castaneda
Sean Caulfield
Rose Christiansen
Debra Ciullo
Kody Clark
Matthew Clough
Jane and Paul Coen
Megan Cole
Lisa Cudley
Christine Curtis
Elizabeth Dagle
John and Becky Dagle
Mary and Hal Daub
Grayson Derrick
Jill Dethlefs
Kathy Dewell
Julie Dierberger & Jesi DeWitt
Lisa Dougherty
Tonya Eggspuehler
Elizabeth Elliot-Meisel
Alicia Elson
Gregory Emmel
Peggy Ezell
Kim and Adrian Ferguson
Kerry Fina
Catarina Francisco
Tara Friesen
Christopher Garinger
Karen and Bruce Garver
Kristine Gerber
Brooke Geyer
Dan and Sarah Gilbert
Kelly Goergen
Keshia Greve
Jon Gromek
Madeline Haas
Ken and Kathleen Hahn
Jack Hardwick
Julianne Harm
Dan Harr
McKenzie Harris
Abigail Herbert
Linda Hilliar
Mark and Caroline Hinrichs
Elena Hoff
Molly Hoge
Susan Hollman
Lauren Huber
Ann Hunter-Pirtle
Rebekah Jerde
Mallory Johnson
Samantha Kaiser
Chelsea Kempkes
Jodi Kennedy
Gretchen Kessler
Victoria Kohout
Robbi Kolnick
Stuart Kolnick
Santha Krishnan
Brent Kumor
Emiliano* and Shannon Lerda
Alisha Limoges
Stefanie Lloyd
Joyce Loos
Rachael Lopez
Gary Luedke
Kathryn Luedke
Marjorie and Preston Maas
Keith Mabon
Anthony MacBride
Brenda Malott
Kate Malott
Assan Manneh

Jeremy Maskel
Matt Mason and Sarah 

McKinstry-Brown
Diane Mattern
Patricia Mayorga
Stephen McCollister
Ed McCollum
Margaret McGlade-Palmer
Andrea Mcguire
Jaclyn McHugh
Marcia McKean
John Melingagio
Aimee Melton
Stevanne Milbourne
Carolyn Miller
Brad Mills
Jerry and Caron Mills
Maddie Moore
Dominique Morgan
Rebekah Murray
Jody Neathery-Castro
Gary Oden
Chelsea Oliver
Laura Osborn
Kasey Ostronic
Susie Owens
Daniel and Carolina Padilla
Juan Padilla
Bethany Perry
Britnie Petersen
Terry and Jill Petersen
Trisha Ponce
Emily Prauner
Rachel Radel
Jamie Rickert
Brianna Ridenour
Greta Ritchie
Kay Roberts
Todd and Cheryle  Robinson
Patricia Rohan
Alexander Rongen
Monika Root
Amelia Rosser
Meredith Rupp
Ellen and Raul Saldivar
Lydia Sand
Whitney Sandusky
Tyler Schlumpf
Katelyn Severt
Joe Shaw
Dulce Sherman
Jaymes Sime
Sarah Simmons
Jeannine and Roger Sindt
Daniel Smolinski
Elizabeth Snoddy
Marque Snow
Melinda Sorenson
Shawnalyn Sunagawa
Dr. James Sutfin
David Svingen
Sarah Swanigan
Abby Swatsworth
Leila Tatby
Paul and Maureen Theobald
Curtis Thompson
Alamelu Udayappan
Tony and Lauren Vargas
Carly Wacker
Sharon Walters
Richard and Danita Webb
Chris Wengert and Katie 

Cunningham
Alicia West
Bob and Kim Whitehouse

Lane Whitman
Cindy and Rick Wieger
Anna Willey
Nancy Williams
Amber Winter
Rachel and Gordon Wise
Susan Witkowski
Lindsey Yank
Michael Young
Lorena Zamarripa
Jean Zartner

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of Cameron Osborn
In Honor of David Ahlquist
In Honor of Elizabeth Dagle
In Honor of Emily McGuire
In Honor of First Gen Students 

Everywhere
In Honor of Megan Moslander
In Honor of My Omaha South 

High Class of 2016
In Honor of Papillion La Vista 

High School Class of 2016 
College Possible Students

In Honor of Zipporah Bunger
In Memory of Anthony & Ruby 

Ciullo
In Memory of Deb Campbell
In Memory of Icel Davila
In Memory of Marcia Moslander
In Memory of Nelson 

Cunningham

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 

Nebraska
LinkedIn
Mutual of Omaha Foundation
TD Ameritrade
Union Pacific

SCHOOL AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Bellevue East High School
Omaha Benson High Magnet 

School
Doane University
Metropolitan Community College
Millard South High School
Nebraska Wesleyan University
Omaha North High Magnet 

School
Omaha Northwest High Magnet 

School
Papillion-La Vista High School
Papillion-La Vista South High 

School
Ralston High School
Omaha South High Magnet 

School
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Wayne State College
Westside High School
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It was back-to-school night around the beginning of 
my junior year at David Douglas High School, and 
my mom and I had just finished picking up my fall 
schedule and meeting some of my new teachers. We 
rounded the corner where we came upon the college 
and career readiness designated location in the 
hallway in front of the gym. Eager to get home and 
hoping to avoid any more conversations, I stared at 
the floor as I quickly ushered my mom down the hall. 
Halfway through the hallway bustling full of people, 
my mom stopped me and pointed to a table that 
flickered green and white in the corner of my eyes. 

“Why don’t you take a quick look at that table?” I 
lifted my eyes and saw the big green words “College 
Possible” strewn across a white banner. Even though 
I did not have any concrete plans or even ideas for 
college, as a teacher’s pet, perfectionist, and achiever, 
I felt drawn to the table. The coach at the table 
quickly gave me the appropriate information  
and encouraged me to sign up, so I did. I did not 
realize what that one sheet of paper held in store  
for my future. 

I attended College Possible twice a week for that 
entire year; if I remember correctly, it was every 
Monday and Wednesday after school. It was there 
that I entertained the thought of going to a 4-year 
university as we spent grueling hours preparing for 
the ACT. During our time together, my first College 
Possible Coach Maggie quickly recognized the 
potential that I had by looking at my grades, course 
schedule, and extracurricular activities and she 
encouraged me to apply for summer enrichment 
programs. I had never heard of summer enrichment 
programs prior to her mentioning them, and  
we started to look for different opportunities that  
I was eligible for. 

Together, we came across a program called LEDA, 
or Leadership Enterprise for a Diverse America. 
This program was for high-achieving, low-income 

high school juniors and 
its aim was to provide 
access to higher 
education to students 
from socioeconomically 
disadvantaged 
backgrounds. I 
completed my 
application with Maggie’s 
guidance and support 
as she edited my 
application and wrote 
one of my letters of 
recommendation. 

During the process and 
after submitting my 
application, imposter 
syndrome kicked in and 
I doubted that I would 
ever even hear back. 
But Maggie never doubted me. After passing round 
one of applications, an interview, and round two of 
applications, I finally received the email that said 
“Congratulations — LEDA Cohort 11 Welcomes You.” 
This acceptance illuminated to me the potential that 
Maggie knew was in me but that I could not see in 
myself before. 

I was able to attend this free, seven-week intensive 
program at Princeton University where I received 
ACT Preparation, extensive leadership training, and 
college guidance and partook in a College Writing 
course taught by a Columbia University writing 
professor. Because of this program that I was led 
to through College Possible, I was able to apply to 
ten colleges at absolutely no cost and eventually 
ended up attending Washington University in St. 
Louis for free. I graduated from WashU in May 2020 
with a degree in Educational Studies with a minor in 
Psychology. 

Program Impact

84.4% first to second year  
college persistence rate

97.4% college admission rate

1,656 students served

Highlights
•	 Emielle Nischik is named executive director 

following Julie Mancini’s retirement in June.

•	 Selected to participate in Willamette Week’s 
Give!Guide again and raised nearly $50,000, 
including winning the education category for the 
most donors under the age of 36.

•	 Program Director Margarita Gutierrez Lemus was a 
finalist for the Skidmore Prize and won the Young 
Leader Award for Portland Monthly’s 15th annual 
Light a Fire ceremony.

•	 Featured as one of the four organizations selected 
by the Portland Business Journal to be their 
nonprofit partners for 2019.

•	 Expanded programming to our first school in 
Washington County, Aloha High School.

OREGON LEADERSHIP
Emielle Nischik
Executive Director

OREGON BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ken Thrasher, Chair 
Retired CEO of Fred Meyer and Compli 

Scott Dawson (retired in Dec 2020)
Dean CU Denver Business School 

Shadiin Garcia (left in FY ’19)
Owner, Shoreline Consulting 

George Granger  
President, AT&T Oregon 

Clark Haass 
Senior Business Development Manager,  
Data Center Group, Intel 

Anne Hoot 
Vice President, The Standard 

Dr. Sona Karentz Andrews (joined in fall of 2020)
Professor of Geography and Provost Emerita, 
Portland State University 

Sung Lim 
AVP Portfolio Manager, US Bank 

Alice McCartor  (retired in Dec 2020)
Trustee, James F. and Marion L. Miller 
Foundation 

Tom Nilan 
Manager, Environmental Compliance & 
Permitting, Portland General Electric 

Agata Ramallo-Garcia 
GM, Nike, Inc. Global Sustainability Center  
of Excellence 

Charese Rohny 
Attorney, Charese Rohny Law Office, LLC                                                         

Natasha Shauger 
Program Manager, Xerox 

Amy Trieu 
Advocacy & Partnership Associate,  
Children’s Institute 

Untapped Potential by Janell Kim

Janell Kim
David Douglas High  
School, ’16

Washington University, ’20



30  College Possible 2019-2020 Annual Report   31

Alice McCartor*
Dan and Tracy Oseran

$1,000-$2,499
Ginnie Cooper◊ and Richard 

Bauman
Harriet Cormack
The Gun and Tom Denhart Family 

Fund at Vanguard Charitable
Ken Eagon and Heather Burns 

Eagon
Les and Nancy Fahey
Nancy Fischer
Lindsey Horenblas and Geri 

Cullers
Jane and David Huntington
Eva and Saul Kwitman
Kathleen Lane
Lora and Jim Meyer
Philip Miller and Colleen Cain
Bob and Melinda Newell
Thomas Nilan*
Philip Ottum
Sandra Peters
Diane Ponti and Ward Greene
Charese Rohny* and Johah 

Edelman
Jannotta Rothenberg Family 

Fund of The Oregon 
Community Foundation

John Russell and Mary Fellows
Natasha* and Geoffrey Shauger
Richard Solomon & Alyce 

Flitcraft
Stepp Family Trust
Barre and Robert Stoll
Jo Thank-you Fund in honor of 

Wolf sisters
Duncan and Aileen Wyse

$500-$999
Gene and Layton Borkan
Charles◊ and Beth Brod
Francisco and Heidi Bueno
Alice Cuprill-Comas
Taizoon Doctor
Tom and Marilyn Fink
John Harland
Carole and Brad Hedstrom
Paige Hill and Hanna Liebl
Georgia Lee Hussey and Jeff 

Alden
Roy and Holly Hutchison
Kristin Mihalko
Morley and Jim Knoll
Bladin and Lou Family Advised 

Fund at Seattle Foundation
Phyllis and Walter Malzahn 

Charitable Trust
Omi Fund of Oregon Community 

Foundation
Trace and Lisa Skopil
Jeremy and Emily Snyder
Thoeresz Family Fund of The 

Oregon Community Foundation
Hans-Michael Vermeersch and 

Rob Krum
Emily and Michael Watson
Bevin Wong and Mark Jones

$250-$499
Doreen Adams
Kathryn and Thomas Albert
Sona K. Andrews◊
Susan H. Bragdon
Amy Brown
Christina Carl
James Chassè
Molly Cliff Hilts and Dave Hilts

Tim and Deidre Conway
Nicole◊ and Nicholas Elgin
Ann Garcia
Dawn◊ and Daniel Geoppinger
Mara and Ben Georgioff
Margarita Gutierrez Lemus
Dawn Hayami
Lisa Hill
Cynthia Hswe and Neil Riordan
Nan Huber
Tony and Heidi Leineweber
Reese Lord and Jennifer Marfori
Mohsen & Ariana Manesh
Kathryn Mayo-Hudson
Alison Mitchell
Ronald Mitchell
Michael S. Owen
Erik Richmond and Annette 

Demsey Family Fund of the 
Oregon Jewish Community 
Foundation

Stefanie Silverman
Kristin and Richard Thompson
Karen Tingey and Jeff Hopper
Liz & Jason Walker
Jenna and Aaron Wines
Candace Young, Ph.D.

Up to $250
Anonymous (7)
Lily Abood and Adam Taylor
Valerie Adell
Brigette Agcaoili-Munoz and 

Timothy Munoz
Odalis Aguilera
Maggie Allen◊
Elizabeth Anderson
Kaitlyn Anderson
Jen and Brett Andres
Fran Ann and Nick Rogers
Tom Armstrong
Baker Ellis Asset Management, 

LLC
Pam Baker and Clark Anderson
Maya Baker-Freid
Barbara and John Balok
Bruce Barbarasch and Kate Haas
Jan and Gary Barnes
Jan Baross
Sarah Barr
James and Heather Bartos
Ingrid Becher
Nell Becker
Michael Bene
Anna Bergman
Becca Bergman
John Bergman
Diana Bianco and Anthony 

Effinger
Stephanie and Scott Birdsall
Jennifer Blakkolb Ferrero
Nate Blank
Connor Blankenau
Douglas Bloch
Dylan Bohlke
Kate Boyle
Kathleen Bracken
Lee Ann and Russ Bronson
Lauren Brown-Hulme
Karina Bruzzese
Gregory and Colleen Bryant
Myla Thomas and Mark 

Buchanan
Nina and Javier Bueno
Hannah Burrin
Drew Bydalek
Ramona and Bruce Cahn
Hannah Camfield-Bronstein

Caitlin Campbell
Emily Cardinal
Evan Carl
Dunbar and Jan Carpenter
Peggy Carstens
Priscilla Castellanoz
Michael Castro
Barbara and John Chapman
Miriam Chesbro
Kathleen and Hugh Church
Deysi Cisneros Maciel
Andrew Clark and Cheryl Ogburn
Melissa Clark and Ethan 

Anderson
Arthur and Willa Clausing
Conner Clay
Heather Coffee
Aika Collins
Rachael Conway
Steve Cooper
Kimberly Crihfield
Drew Dahm
Siobhan Daly and Dan 

Summerfeldt
Ilene and Jim Davidson
Adam Davis and Hana Layson
James Davis and Sally Loomis
Benjamin DeJarnette
Dev and Sumathi Devarajan
George Devendorf and Susan 

Romanski
Shaina Dickson
Giovanna DiFalco
Richard DiFalco
Richard Ditter
Helen Doyle
Elisa Dozono and Tom Turner
Gloria and David Dunlap
Kristen Eberlin and Evan Bowers
Jasper Edwards
Rachel Egan
John and Fran Eichenauer
Karen Erde
Susan Escoe
Lainie and Steve Ettinger
Megan Fairbank
Briana Falduti◊
Steve Fallon
Richard and Ruthellen Fein
Jason Feingold
Maria Fish
Linda Fisher
Tayler Fitzsimmons
Christina Flaxel
Callie Forrest◊
Jeanine Fortune
Adrienne Foster
Griffin Fraser
Elaine and Robert Friedman
Will Fruhwirth◊
Russell and Megan Fruvellhoff
Johnny Galvin
Susan and Seth Garber
Carthel-Garrett Family
Fatuma Gedi⁰
Martha Gerrity
Carolyn Gillen
Matt Giraud
Ivan Gold
Rebecca and Brian Goldcrump
Whitney Goodman
Christopher and Michele Gore
Mallery Gould
Sharon Grayzel and Jeff Dodson
Pamela Greaney
Matt Grommes
Julie Grzywinski and John 

Sturman

Bija Gutoff and Daniel Koch
Don Haaga
Matty Hackl
Anna Hare
Justin Harp
Pat and Kelley Harrington
William Hart
Elizabeth and William Hathaway
Jason Hawkins
Jill Hayes
Devin Hendricks
Michele Hendricks
Justin Hendrickson
Anna Henriquez
Samuel and Ana Maria Henry
William and Anna Herbert
Abby Hershenow
Barbara Hershey
Sue-Ann Higgens and David 

Stout
Mariam Higgins and Nick 

Gideonse
Bradyn Hilgenfeld
Howard Hiton
Sawyer Hiton
Win Hiton
Bryant Holt
Alyson Horan and Andrew 

Dieckhoff
Kelly Horan
Nancy and Brad Horton
Sheryl Horwitz and Larry 

Knudsen
Jason and Janell Hosch
Daniel Imrem
Hannah Imrem
David and Apricot Irving
Carol and Nitu Iyer
Sydney Jackson
Erin Jensen
Bryn Johns-Hunter and Nick 

LaRue
David Johnson
Jessica and Mike Johnson
Camden Jones
Kerstin Jordan
Ashwini Joshi
Dolores and David Judkins
Korina Kaio-Maddox◊
Roberta and Steve Kaio-Maddox
Sarah Karol
Zoe Kaslow
Jackie Keesling
Nate Kersey
Sarah King
Sarah Knudsen
Anne Koch
Patricia Koehler and Kathleen 

Krider
Maura Koehler-Hanlon and 

Brendan Pierpont
Angela Kremer and Jason 

Franklin
Tony Krohn
Carole LaChappelle
Christine Lanphere
Abby Lathrop
Jeffrey Lee
Michelle Lee
Beth and Caleb Leedy
Esther Lerman Freeman
Kurt Liebezeit
Ruth Linehan
Claire Logan
Rachel Lowenthal and Jennifer 

Rose
Michelle Lung
Lei Ma

OREGON

Words cannot describe how thankful I am for having 
had the privilege and experience of participating in 
College Possible during my time in high school. 

College Possible opened my  
eyes to my own potential. 

College Possible also exposed me to the larger, 
inequitable, and oppressive systems at work that 
permeate our society, particularly in higher education 
access, and disadvantage students from particular 

backgrounds, ultimately affecting future employment 
and predicted income and life outcomes. 

My experience in College Possible, coupled with 
my passion for education, has me now working 
as a college adviser through another AmeriCorps 
program called College Advising Corps. The mission 
of College Advising Corps is similar to that of College 
Possible: to increase the number of low-income, 
first-generation, and underrepresented high school 
students who enter and complete higher education. 
I am excited to join in this work, and I am forever 
grateful for the positive impact that College Possible 
has had on my life.   

OREGON

MULTI-YEAR  
LEADERSHIP GIFTS
Portland Children's Levy
$369,560 over 4 years

Marta and Ken Thrasher
$155,000 over 5 years

Legacy Health Systems
$150,000 over 3 years

Meyer Memorial Trust
$150,000 over 2 years

James F. & Marion L.  
Miller Foundation
$150,000 over 2 years

The Ford Family Foundation
$200,000 over 2 years

M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust
$128,000 over 3 years

Silver Family Foundation
$120,000 over 3 years 

CORPORATIONS  
AND FOUNDATIONS
$250,000-$499,999
Oregon Volunteers

$100,000-$249,999
The Ford Family Foundation
Meyer Memorial Trust

$50,000-$99,999
Legacy Health Systems
James F. & Marion L. Miller 

Foundation
Portland Children's Levy

$25,000-$49,999
M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust
PGE Foundation
Silver Family Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Arnold Salter Family Foundation
AT&T Oregon
The Johnson Charitable Trust
The Oregon Community 

Foundation
Trail Blazers Foundation Fund of 

The Oregon Community 
Foundation

Robert D. & Marcia H. Randall 
Charitable Trust

The Renaissance Foundation
Spirit Mountain Community Fund
The Standard Charitable 

Foundation
The Swigert Foundation
US Bank Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Hoover Family Foundation
Juan Young Trust
NW Natural
The Stimson-Miller Foundation
Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust

The Windermere Foundation
Zidell Family Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
BodyVox
Boly:Welch
First Interstate Bank Foundation
iQ Credit Union
The Irwin Foundation
The Lyceum Agency
New Seasons Market
OnPoint Community Credit Union
Wells Fargo Foundation
Willamette Week

Up to $1,000
CauseMic
The Kroger Company
McMenamins Pubs and 

Breweries
Panera
VEBO
Whole Foods Market Community 

Giving Program

INDIVIDUAL AND  
FAMILY FOUNDATIONS
$50,000 and above
Anonymous
James and Shirley Rippey Family 

Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Marta and Ken Thrasher*
Christine and David Vernier

$10,000-$24,999
Lynne and Dave Bangsund
Betsy Priddy Fund
Burns Family Fund of The 

Oregon Community Foundation
Stephanie Fowler and Irving 

Levin
Clark Haass* and Kate DiSalle
Neumeier Taylor Foundation 

Fund
Michael and Alice Powell
Agata Ramallo Garcia* and Erik 

Stromquist
Diana Salter and Susan Arnold
Schamp Family Fund of The 

Oregon Community Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Anne Hoot*
Troy and Michelle Martinez
Susan Monti
Mark and Judy Peterman
Arlene Schnitzer
Jennifer Schuberth◊ and John 

Urang
Dan Wieden and Priscilla 

Bernard Wieden

$2,500-$4,999
Joseph Anthony & Heidi 

Yorkshire Giving Fund
Ruby Apsler
Scott and Glenda Burns
Scott Dawson*
Julie Mancini and Dennis Bromka

Oregon Donors and Partners
THANK YOU!

KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni
◊ Ambassador Board Member, Investment Committee       



32  College Possible 2019-2020 Annual Report   33

KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni
◊ Ambassador Board Member, Investment Committee

OREGON

Brent MacDermot
Katrina Machorro◊
Michael Madias and Elaine 

Pepper
Blake and Trisha Mai
Chris and Abigail Mancini
Amanda Martinez
Kelly Martyn
Nicole Mays
Gwyneth McAlpine and Michael 

Robertson
Rebecca and Logan McClain
Taylor McConney and John 

Beischel
Tee McDonald
Shae McDonough
Ian McMullen
Richard Meeker and Ellen 

Rosenblum
Rebecca Mendez and Mark 

Evans
Julie Mentzer
Jack Mesplay
Jackson Meyer
Kate Michaels
Amber Milavec
Emily Miller
Paige Miller
Margaret Mitchell and Mitchell 

Johnson
Raisa Mlynski
Rochelle Mollen and Brandt 

Hueser
Seth Moran
Naomi Morgan
Charlie Morris
Catherine and Mark Myers
Jeffrey Nelson and Csilla Toth
Ha-Quyen Nguyen⁰
Rohan Nijhawan
Emielle and Nick Nischik
Sam Nischik
Stephanie and Herb Nischik
Ryan Niswonger
Rowena and Luke Norman
Christina and Capers Ogletree
Maureen O'Hagan
Jake Olson
Patricia O'Shea
Wade Owens and Lauren Turner
Jeff and Kaaren Parsons
Mikay Parsons
Precious and Marcini Paxson
John Perkins
Robert and Rhonda Perkins
Jennifer Perrine
Amanda Petretti
Loretta Pickerell and Larry 

Edelman
Regina Pieracci
Alan and Sherri Platt
David and Nancy Pribnow
Naomi and Steve Price
Roy Pulvers and Deborah 

Mandell
Claire Rainey
Abbie Rankin and Scott Witscher
Vivian Rappleyea
Ben Ratliff
Andrea  Reed and Genaro 

Peredia Leanos
Bobbie Regan and Barrett 

Stambler
Ellen and Jim Reuler

Matthew Reynolds
Tiffany Rhodes
Scott Rice and Anne Nelson
Mark Richardson and Janet 

Goldsmith
Hannah Roberts
Cherri Roden
Terence Rokop
Charles and Judith Rooks
Lilli Root
Carla Rose Allen
Jody and Greg Rose
Maddy Rose◊
Brian Roskamp
Terri Rottman
Linda Ruswinkle
Gaby Saldana-Lopez
Dr. Daniel Saltz
Catherine Samson
Jim and Jan Schlachter
Kincaid Schmitz
Beth Schrag
Vanessa Schuster
Angela Scott
Sue and Rick Scott
Jocelyn Segall
Minda and Bob Seibert
Arial Shattan and Philip Jansen
Nancy Siegel
Niven Singh and Josha Russell
Amy and Dan Smith
Shauna Smith
Alixx Spector
Karen and Nicholas Starin
Robyn Steely
Katie and Alex Stengel
Kathleen Stephenson-Kuhn
Elinor Stern and Abraham Cohen
Sam and Nora Stevens
Micah Stolowitz and Shauna 

Krieger
Karen Stolzberg and Barry 

Lavine
Christa and Jake Stout
Kenzie Stout
Kirsten Healey and Beeman 

Strong
Amy Suleski
Anne-Marie Summerhays and 

Michael Kennan
Matt Survilo
Raluca Sustarich
Nancy Swaim and Gary Jones
Valerie Swartz
Rowan Tanner
Jeri and Jon Taylor
Jessica Taylor
Cory Touschner
Abigail Tupa
Grant Uehling
William Uicker and Rejina Injety
United Way of the 

Columbia-Willamette
Alyssa Vitale◊
Cody Vitt
Stephanie and John Volkman
Nellie Walcoff
Wendy Walcoff
Darby Walker
Marjin Wall and Kate LaGrand
Jill Ward
Annie Wayland
Emily Weber
Luke Webster

Cherie Weintraub
Lawrence Weisberg
Alex Weitzer and Rhiannon 

Boettcher
Emily Weltman and Jacob 

Gamage
Zoe Wender
David and Sarah Wheeler
Amy White
Mary Beth and Nathan White
Chase Wietfeld
Cara Williams
Jennifer Winquist
Susan Wladaver-Morgan and 

David Morgan
Justin Wojtowicz
Carolyn Wood
Kristen Wood and Robin Hale
Jeana Woolley
Jeffrey Work
Sara Wright
Susan Wright
Olivia Wulbern
Linda Xiong⁰◊
Rachel Yabkowitz and Suzanne 

Suchard
Kyla Yeoman
Janet Yokum Volk Karsten
Duncan York
Spencer Young
Justin Yuen
Simbiat Yusuff◊
Karma Rose and Jacob Zavita

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of Allie Crihfield
In Honor of Alec and Rose 

Bromka, Peter and Julia 
Bromka

In Honor of Anne Hoot*
In Honor of Asher Lerman 

Freeman
In Honor of Barbara Wayson
In Honor of Cheryl Thoen
In Honor of Devin Francis
In Honor of Devin Hendricks
In Honor of Dick Thompson
In Honor of Elias and Dahlia
In Honor of HAP and Pat Myers, 

Nancy Myers and Dave Riss, 
Scott Myers and Heidi Bojes, 
Dan and Kathy Mertens, Karen 
Mertens and Ed Langlois, 
Theresa Myers and Tony Smith, 
Janelle Myers, Karen Myers

In Honor of James Chassè Jr 
In Honor of Julie Mancini
In Honor of Kayla Ryan
In Honor of Ken Thrasher*
In Honor of Lily Abood and 

Emielle Nischik
In Honor of Matty Hackl
In Honor of Megan Harvey
In Honor of Mikay Parsons
In Honor of Nick Johnson
In Honor of Oso Scott
In Honor of Paige and Hanna's 

Wedding
In Honor of Precious Paxson
In Honor of Reynolds High 

School Coaches
In Honor of Sandie Peters
In Honor of Scott Dawson*
In Honor of the Outstanding 

College Possible Team!!

In Honor of Will Fruhwirth◊
In Memory of Cindy Moore
In Memory of Gail Robinson
In Memory of Honey and Toby 

Crihfield
In Memory of Johanna Mitchell
In Memory of Madeline Moore
In Memory of Nick Fish
In Memory of Pamela Chassè

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Anonymous
Arnold Salter Family Foundation
Cambia Health Solutions
Delta Dental of Oregon & Alaska
eBay Foundation
Hewlett-Packard
Intel Corporation
M Financial Group
Massachusetts Mutual Life 

Insurance Company
Moda Health
Nike, Inc.
PGE Foundation
The Standard Charitable 

Foundation
United Technologies Corporation
US Bank Foundation
The Walt Disney Company 

Foundation
Xerox Corporation

SCHOOL AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
All Hands Raised
Beaverton School District 

– Aloha High School
Centennial School District 

– Centennial High School
Clatskanie Middle & High School
CORCAP
David Douglas School District 

– David Douglas High School
Gaston Union Jr/Sr High School
George Fox University
Gresham-Barlow School District 

– Gresham High School
Irrigon Jr/Sr High School
Lewis and Clark College
Linfield College
McLoughlin High School
Mt. Hood Community College
Oregon State University
Pacific University
Parkrose School District 

– Parkrose High School
Portland Community College
Portland Public Schools 

– Madison High School
Portland State University
Rainier Jr/Sr High School
Reed College
Reynolds School District 

– Reynolds High School
Riverside Jr/Sr High School
St. Helens High School
Umatilla High School
University of Oregon
University of Portland
Warner Pacific College
Western Oregon University
Willamette University

“While we give everything we’ve got for our own kids, it saddens  
me to realize that this just isn’t the case for so many American  

high school students. College Possible is doing its part to provide just 
that … all the little pieces that add up to making College Possible!”

Amy Fitzharris, College Possible Founding Donor
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Program Impact

Highlights
•	 Welcomed Executive Director Dia Williams Adams 

in May. 

•	 Received our first planned gift of more than $1 
million from the Ralph L. Hose Revocable Trust.

•	 Forged a new high school partnership with 
Academy at Palumbo.

•	 Partnered with Neumann University for “Neumann 
Day,” a specialized campus visit that gave 140 
College Possible students in-depth access to life  
as a Neumann University student. 

•	 Organized and hosted “Coffee & Conversations,” a 
gathering of community based organization leaders 
to discuss various topics within college access and 
success and how to best support students on their 
journeys to a four-year degree.  

•	 College Possible Philadelphia celebrated its first 
class of college graduates (students who joined the 
Philadelphia program in the 2014-2015 program 
year and graduated from college in 2020).

For Ivana Lash it is not only that, but a chance to 
give back and connect with students on their level. 
An alumna of the first class of College Possible 
Philadelphia students, Ivana knows the value a coach 
can have on high school students.

As the first in her family to complete a bachelor’s 
degree in four years, Ivana was encouraged and 
motivated to succeed by her family members, despite 
them not knowing the process. “College Possible 

helped me to do the 
things that my family 
could not" she said. 
"Which definitely helped 
me not only graduate high 
school, but to graduate 
college as well.”

That help culminated in 
the spring of 2020 when 
Ivana graduated from 
the University of Valley 
Forge with a degree in 
elementary education. 

“It was important for me to go to 
college, I believe, just have that 

degree attached to me. Something 
that nobody can take away from 
me. Proving to people that this 
is possible, you can do this, and 

not letting your circumstances or 
situations define your future.”

Ivana is now in her first 
year serving as a high 
school junior coach at 
Academy at Palumbo and 
attends graduate school 
studying counseling. 
While she was not sure 
at first about returning 
to College Possible as 
a coach, her training 
clicked with her desire to 
help her community and 
students. “I was like, oh, 
this really fits into both 
worlds.”

She also credits College 
Possible's training with 
providing a window 
into the education and 
opportunity gaps that 
exist. “It’s something to 
live here and not notice 
it—because it’s your 
day-to-day life,” Ivana said. “But, to actually see the 
numbers and the statistics behind where you live and 
the community that you’re in, it’s very alarming.”

However, knowing those education gaps exist has 
sparked Ivana’s fire and strengthened her desire to 
advocate for and help her community succeed, “This 
is what I need to do right now in this moment and it’s 
going to determine what I do next.”

PHILADELPHIA

86.2% first to second year  
college persistence rate

96.4% college admission rate

1,294 students served

PHILADELPHIA LEADERSHIP
Dia Williams Adams
Executive Director

PHILADELPHIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joseph Divis, Chair 
Assistant Vice President, External Affairs, 
Mid-Atlantic Region, AT&T Services Inc.

M. Anthony Barrett
Senior Vice President of Investments, 
Delaware Valley Complex Manager, 
Raymond James & Associates

Cassandra Bell
Assistant Vice President and Charitable and 
Community Relations Manager, M&T Bank

Jeff Berstein
President, ImageFIRST Healthcare Laundry 
Specialists, Inc.

Eric Bryant 
Global Process Steward, The Dow Chemical 
Company

Susan Buehler
Chief Communications Officer, PJM 
Interconnection

Joel Feldman 
Managing Director, Private Client Group, 
Boenning & Scattergood, Inc.

Judith Himes 
Retired Law Professional

Judy H. Lee, Ed.D. 
Principal, Penn Wood High School 

Anthony Lopes, Esq.
Attorney

Sylvia Rivera
Programs Administrator, Project 
Management Institute Educational 
Foundation

Dave Schrader
Public Relations Manager, Retail East, NRG 
Energy 

Sameer Somal
Co-founder and Chief Financial Officer, 
Blue Ocean Global Technology 

Brian Walsh, Jr.
Financial Advisor, Walsh & Nicholson 
Financial Group

For many College Possible coaches, serving 
as an AmeriCorps member gives them the 
opportunity to support their communities. 

Ivana Lash
College Possible Student 
Alumna

University of Valley Forge ’20

College Possible High School 
Junior Coach ’20 –’21
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KEY:  *National or Local Board Member  ⁰Current Student or Program Alumni

Philadelphia Donors and Partners
THANK YOU!

MULTI-YEAR  
LEADERSHIP GIFTS
The Ralph L. Hose  
Revocable Trust
$1,537,313.20 over 3 years

The Berstein Family
$250,000 over 3 years

Christian R. and Mary F. 
Lindback Foundation
$30,000 over 2 years

The Grace S. and W. Linton 
Nelson Foundation
$20,000 over 2 years

CORPORATIONS  
AND FOUNDATIONS
$25,000-$49,999
The Brook J. Lenfest Foundation
The Foundation for Delaware 

County
The FS Foundation Inc.
Philadelphia COVID-19 Fund

$10,000-$24,999
Citizens Bank
Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback 

Foundation
M&T Charitable Foundation (M&T 

Bank)
The Grace S. and W. Linton 

Nelson Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
The Allen Hilles Fund
The Ethel Sergeant Clark Smith 

Memorial Fund
ImageFIRST Uniform Rental 

Services, Inc.
Meridian Bank
NRG
Raymond James
Reliance Standard Life 

Insurance Company

$1,000-$4,999
AT&T Services Inc.
The Christopher Ludwick 

Foundation
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation

Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial
The Lawrence Saunders Fund
Philadelphia Public Relations 

Association
PJM Interconnection LLC
Riley Riper Hollin & Colagreco
Walmart #5495

Up to $1,000
Bellevue Communications 

Group, LLC
Sam's Club #6332

INDIVIDUAL AND  
FAMILY FOUNDATIONS
$50,000 and above
The Berstein Family*
The Ralph L. Hose Revocable 

Trust

$5,000-$9,999
M. Anthony Barrett*
Dave C. Schrader*

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous (1)
Joseph* and Doreen Divis

$1,000-$2,499
Eric Bryant*
Susan Buehler* and Greg Saul
Frank DiCicco
Marcea Driscoll
Joel* and Liz Feldman
Judith Himes*
Gerald Makoid
Kim Olthoff and David 

VanHouten
Louis and Nancy Rappaport
Sylvia Rivera*
Brian Walsh, Jr.*

$500-$999
Richard G. Clemens
Dan Divis
Dan Eisenstadt
Laura Perna
Jen Weikert and Jesse Warren

$250-$499
Gboyega Adeboyeje
Barbara Craig and Matthew 

Kremer

McKenna Family Charitable Trust
Laverne Mooty
Bill and Sheila Roberts
United Way of Greater 

Philadelphia and Southern New 
Jersey

Dia Williams Adams

Up to $250
Anonymous
Barbara Andrew
Cassandra* and Rasaan Bell
Jeffrey Bodle
David Brown
Joanne Calabria
Deborah Carver
Matt Cuozzo
B. Del Duke
Carol Divis
Kelley Doolan
DeeBo English
Nicole Fanelli
Nicholas Femia
John Fisher
Melissa Fordyce
Alison Foster
Judith Garfinkel
Stephanie Humphrey
Abby Jennis
Owen Knight
Sarah Libros
Ken Manganiello
Marianne McGoldrick
Denise McKee
Marjorie McNulty
Precious Mines
Melissa Nichols
Jennifer Ondrey
Allyson Randolph
Andrea Rosen
Claire Shanahan
Madeline Sherwood
Steve and Pat Sneeringer
Sameer Somal*
Abby Stamelman Hocky and Eric 

Hocky
Merri Stillman
Natalie Walker
Laura Weiner
Meg Wherrity
Kristin Young

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of Carol Mims-Williams 

and Family
In Honor of Jeff* and Dana 

Berstein
In Honor of Joel Feldman*
In Honor of Judith Himes*
In Honor of PPRA's 75th 

Anniversary
In Honor of Rebecca Sololow

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
NRG

SCHOOL AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
High School Partners
George Washington High School
Murrell Dobbins CTE High 

School
Jules E. Mastbaum High School
Parkway Center City Middle 

College
Penn Wood High School
Upper Darby High School

College/University Partners
Cabrini University
Cairn University
Chestnut Hill College
Haverford College
Holy Family University
Lock Haven University
Millersville University
Neumann University
PAFA
Penn State University
Shippensburg University
Temple University
West Chester University

Community Partners
Philadelphia College Prep 

Roundtable
College and Career Readiness, 

The Office of Postsecondary 
Readiness, The School District 
of Philadelphia

PACAC, The Pennsylvania 
Association for College 
Admission Counseling

Coach Zoe Reszytniak with a group of  
students at George Washington High  
School in Philadelphia.
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WASHINGTON

A recent high school graduate from Franklin High 
School, Yasin has been dreaming of enrolling in the  
astronomy program at the University of Washington. 
He was raised in Bangladesh, a country south of India, 
where he was on the National Cricket Team, studied 
astronomy and worked hard in school. Last year, 
Yasin’s family moved across the world to the United 
States for better educational opportunities.

His family is a big source of motivation. He recognizes 
the importance of being the first person in his family 
to attend college.

“If I go to college, my brother will 
feel it is easier; I can guide him.”

Though moving to the United States has been a 
transition for Yasin, he was able to explore his 
interests in high school. He was a member of the Art 
of Resistance Club, a group focused on social and 
environmental justice and the Robotics Club, which 
led him to the opportunity to visit the University 
of Washington, Seattle campus. During a robotics 
competition, Yasin was immediately captivated by the 
campus, especially Suzzallo Library.

When Yasin started at Franklin High School, he 
quickly recognized the multitude of challenges he 
would face on his path to success. That’s where his 
College Possible coach, John Luke stepped in to help 
him to apply to colleges and scholarships.

“Everyone helped me a lot  
as a new student. College  
Possible is another family  

to me supporting my dream and 
trying to make [it] possible.”

With the support of his family and College Possible, 
there is no doubt that Yasin can achieve his goals. 
One of his dream has already come true: He is in his 
freshman year at the University of Washington!

In August 2019, College Possible strengthened its footprint 
and expanded its presence in the Pacific Northwest by uniting 
with College Access Now (CAN), creating College Possible 
Washington. This merger brought together two established, 
mission-aligned organizations focused on supporting the 55%  
of Washington students who come from low-income 
backgrounds with data informed, near peer coaching methods. 
The legacy of grit and passion for students in the hearts of 
both organizations made it possible to support students facing 
unprecedented circumstances due to the impacts of COVID-19.  

Highlights
•	 Served more than 1,000 high school and college 

students. 

•	 Partnered with Foundry10 to award ten College 
Possible students $1,000 scholarships. 

•	 Completed a summer melt prevention program with 
the Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation that supported 17 
high school graduates who recently immigrated to 
the U.S. to help these graduates stay on course for 
college enrollment.  

•	 Doubled the size of our college success team to 
respond to the growing need and truly make a 
difference for more students. 

•	 Provided two college campuses with four College 
Possible coaches to increase student persistence 
and access for the 2019-2020 academic year. 

•	 Completed a three-year, $45,000 grant with 
NCAN that provided direct support to students; 
and supported a graduate intern at College 
Possible who worked directly on the summer melt 
prevention program.

WASHINGTON LEADERSHIP
Guadalupe Torres
Executive Director

WASHINGTON BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Norm Bontje, Chair
Bonnie Berk
Austin Dahl
Manmeet K. Dhami
Gloria Dixon
Kendall Guthrie
Linda Hendrickson
Betsy Herring
Judy Margrath
Chuck Nordhoff
L. Darrell Powell
Mary Trimarco

Yasin Chowdhury dreams  
of becoming an astrophysicist. 

Yasin Chowdhury
Franklin High School, ’20

Now studying at the University of Washington–Seattle
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MULTI-YEAR  
LEADERSHIP GIFTS
Ballmer Group
$450,000 over 3 years

The Bontje Family  
Charitable Fund
$300,000 over 3 years

Satterberg Foundation
$300,000 over 3 years

Lewis Levin and Emmy Neilson
$270,000 over 3 years

Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation
$105,000 over 3 years

BECU
$100,000 over 2 years

Safeco Insurance Foundation
$100,000 over 2 years

Silver Family Foundation
$100,000 over 2 years

CORPORATIONS  
AND FOUNDATIONS
$250,000-$499,999
Serve Washington

$100,000-$249,999
Ballmer Group
Satterberg Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
BECU
The Kaphan Foundation
Safeco Insurance Foundation
Silver Family Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Blackrock Alternative Advisors
Costco Wholesale
Liberty Mutual Foundation
National College Access 

Network
RealNetworks Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Umpqua Bank
Vatheuer Family Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
Tulalip Tribes Charitable 

Contributions

Up to $1,000
AmazonSmile Foundation
The Clarius Group, LLC
King County Employee Giving 

Program
The Kroger Company
Seattle Academy

INDIVIDUAL AND  
FAMILY FOUNDATIONS
$50,000 and above
Norm* and Lisa Bontje
Lewis Levin and Emmy Neilson
Ericka Lock and Shel Kaphan

$10,000-$24,999
Austin Dahl* and Pamela Kraus
Linda* and Craig Hendrickson
Bernard Minsk Estate
Anonymous

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Julie Beckman and Paul Lippert
Betsy* and Stan Herring
Pete Higgins and Leslie Magid
Jonathan and Mary Kauffman
Ruth and Todd Warren
Stacie White and Justin 

Vanderpol

$2,500-$4,999
Guadalupe Torres

$1,000-$2,499
Harriet Bakken
Fraser and Deirdre Black
Jabe Blumenthal and Julie 

Edsforth
Bruce Burger
William and Lee Ellis
Jane and David Huntington
Penelope A. Law
Sarah Meeker and Kirk McKinley
Victoria Millard and David Avery
Jane Sisk
Kayle Walls
Joanne and Wallace Weller

$500-$999
Ray and Erin Blakeney
Amelia Canaday
Janice Francisco
Lynn Goldstein and David Tauben
Alexandra Harmon and James 

Douglas
Kathleen and Jeffrey 

Lindenbaum

Theresa Mannix and Caleb 
Canby

Lindsay Pyfer
Shelly Sundberg and Whit 

Alexander

$250-$499
Douglas and Maria Bayer 

Foundation
Bonnie Berk* and Larry Kessler
Ellen Canaday
Philip and Cathy Davis
Gail DeGiulio
Manmeet Dhami*
Gloria Dixon*
Michael J. Fox and Kerry 

Radcliffe
Thomas Gallagher
Christopher Goelz and Joanne S. 

Abelson
Jane Hadley and Randy Robinson
Nancy Hirsch and Douglas 

Howell
Ashley Hulsey and Marc Kittner
Dan Lessler and Kathy Bradley
David Lin
Judy Margrath*
Margaret J. Meyer
Beth Olsen
L. Darrell Powell* and Yvonne 

Terrell-Powell
Ellen Punyon and Rick Saling

Up to $250
Anonymous (5)
Oleg Arefiev
Noriko Arnstein
Taraya Ataman
Karin and Jim Avery
Kate Banta-Green
Dariya Berestenko
Clara Berg
Nancy Bittner
Carol Brown
Derek Bunyard
D.J. Caple
Margaret Cary
Megan and John Collier
Wendy Eider and Barry Bernfeld
Carl Frank
Louise and Jonathan Franklin
David Grossman
Toni Hawkins
Dan Herman and Diana Frawley
Eugenia Higgins
Robert Hilton

Eric Huberty
Allie Johnson
Hazel Johnston
Michael Karmil
Joel Kaufman and Anna Wald
Stephanie Kiracofe
Traci and Brian Kirtley
Jacob Lodge
Wei Low
Nicholas McClure
Gary and Donna Merlino
Jon Mermelstein
Anne and Shirish Mulherkar
Mike Mullen
Justin Resnick
Danielle Richmond
Sherri Rilling
Danielle Royster
Bill Rumpf and Eve Sternberg
Jaleh Sadravi and Scott Lozano
Santiago Santamarina
David Schor
Susan and Alan Schulkin
P.A. and W.E. Shaver
Liisa Spink
Martha Straley and Ken Mostow
Kidesti Tadesse
Dorothy Teeter
Brett Wortzman and Kaitlin Ryan
Verona H Young

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE
In Honor of Amelia Canaday
In Honor of Guadalupe Torres
In Honor of Lynsey Bernfeld
In Honor of Morgan Larsen
In Honor of Norm and Lisa Bontje
In Memory of Linda Straley
In Memory of Sally Fox

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
Anonymous
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Microsoft
Verizon

SCHOOL AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Garfield High School PTSA
Highline Public Schools
Renton School District 403
Seattle Public Schools

Washington Donors and Partners
THANK YOU!

Two Decades of Growth and Innovation

2000 
Admission Possible founded  
in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
35 students served

2008 
Admission Possible launches 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

2006 
Nearly 1,000 students  

reached in one city

1K

2013 
More than 15,000 students 

reached in four cities

15K

2020 
22,909 students served  
across seven cities

22K

2016 
The program that becomes 
Catalyze is launched

2011 
Admission Possible 

launches in  
Omaha, Nebraska

2015 
College Possible launches 

in Chicago, Illinois

2019 
College Access Now unites with 

College Possible to become College 
Possible Washington, located in  

Seattle, Washington

2012
Admission Possible is 
renamed College Possible

College Possible launches  
in Portland, Oregon

2014
College Possible launches in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

CollegePoint advising launches 
in partnership with Bloomberg 
Philanthropies



College Possible is making college admission and success 
possible for students from low-income backgrounds through  

an intensive curriculum of coaching and support.

CollegePossible.org


